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1. INTRODUCTION

Changes to the format of the XML Ref Guide are required to reflect the forthcoming implementation of the “PortPlus” message.
The new proposed format of the document will be easier to use and shorter which will promote a better understanding, management and implementation of the future changes.

2. Why to change the structure?
The principal reasons for the changes in the new XML Ref Guide structure are given as follows.
a. To reduce repetition 
In the current XML ref Guide V1.65, the definitions and explanations for each attribute are repeated in each message. The proposed XML Ref Guide will be structured with a common table of definitions for all the messages avoiding their repetition in the column “definition” in the XML table. This will also enable new and updated definitions to be easier and simpler to incorporate and avoid inconsistencies because of their unique location in the document.
b. To have a more concise document
The new Request/Response mechanism (which will be based on combinations of ship particulars, Time interval for operational parameters like the ETA, ATA, ATD, Port Locode and possibly other attributes) will provide additional information into the SSN system. As a consequence, should the description of  request/response in the XML Ref Guide will keep the current format, the number of pages – to describe the mechanism - would be increased to an  unacceptable level given that the document would be by far too lengthy. 
It is proposed that the new structure will have a dedicated table in which the elements and attributes of each message (Notifications, Request and Response) associated with their occurrence, will be specified. 
The Request and Response tables will group the purpose of the query and the attributes, which must be returned, in the same row. This will considerably simplify the document and reduce its size because the definitions and rules will be inserted in other tables and not repeated every time in the body of the text.
c. To provide a layout for ease of access by those with different levels of IT skill
To divide the XML ref Guide into 3 tables will enable each kind of professional that needs to use it (non-IT and IT people) to have access to the type of information they need.

Non-operational or operational representatives will have within the definitions table and the overview table the scope of the messages and its mandatory fields.

The IT representative or contractor with the two above-mentioned tables and the rules table, be able to implement the system using a document that is easier to understand, hence avoiding inconsistencies and/or incorrect interpretations of the technical specifications.
d. To Reduce the time for development 

The new format  will provide a clear picture of the messages with the definitions centralised in one table; an overview of the message in another; and rules explained in a third table. This will lead to a better understanding of the global picture. Less time will be taken up for developing the system as misinterpretations or additional explanations will be not necessary or needed less frequently. The new format will also allow to reduce and/ or even eliminate completely inconsistencies currently experienced with XML reference guide and the corresponding XSD file.
3. The proposed structure
In consideration of the above-mentioned arguments, the new structure will be based upon:

· definitions: a common table for all messages which will define the elements and attributes of all the messages will be inserted in the common part of the new XML Ref Guide.
· overview: it describes the attributes and elements with their occurrences (mandatory or non-mandatory) for each message. Should it deemed essential a graphic will be added to clarify further the relationship between the various elements in a message
· rules: it describes the specific rules applicable to each message. The elements and attributes already defined will just be named.
4. Action required
MS are invited to note the proposal and to provide their comments and feedback on this new XML Reference Guide structure already agreed during WGT2 (Lisbon, 14th  May).
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