SSN IRWG no 3
  IRWG 3/VI.b

8 June 2011
version 1.0

[image: image1.png]EMSA

/’European Maritime Safety Agency




SSN Incident Reports Workgroup no 3
IRWG 3/VI.b
Lisbon, 16 May 2011                                                                                8 June 2011
Proposal for Incident reports type “Others”, including an XML format.
Submitted by EMSA
	Executive summary 
	This paper introduces proposals regarding Incident reports (IR) type “Others”. 


	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 4

	Related documents
	a. XMLRG 2.05
b. Incident report guidelines

c. Terms of reference for the SSN Working Group on “Incident Reports”



1. INTRODUCTION

According to the ToR of the IRWG, the group shall “include in the XML format the two additional messages (document SSN 12.3.2 New incident reports in SSN2) as well as the 3 agreed at SSN5 (document SSN 5.3.3 new alerts).”
Incident reports type “Others” were set up as a temporary solution to facilitate new reporting obligations according to Directive 2002/59. At the current stage, there are six IR under the type others against the already defined IRs (SITREP, POLREP, L/F containers and Waste). 
The current situation can be improved by replacing the IR type “Other” with six new types of IR.

2. split OF IR type “Others”
The new messages proposed IR under type “Others” are:

· Failednotification: Ships which have failed to comply with the notification and reporting requirements according to Art. 16.1(a) 2nd bullet;

· VTSinfringement: Ships which have failed to comply with the applicable rules in ships’ routeing systems and VTS placed under the responsibility of a Member State according to Art. 16.1(a) 3rd bullet;

· Bannedship: Ships which have been refused access to ports of the Member States or which have been the subject of a report or notification by a Member State in accordance with Annex I-1 to Council Directive 95/21/EC
 of 19 June 1995 on port State control of shipping;

· ResultInspection: Results of inspections carried out according to Art. 16.3;

· Insurancefailure*: Ships which have failed to notify, or do not have, insurance certificates or financial guarantees pursuant to any Community legislation and international rules Art. 16.1(d)
;

· Pilot/PortReport*: Ships which have been reported by pilots or port authorities as having apparent anomalies which may prejudice their safe navigation or create a risk for the environment Art. 16.1(e).

The figure below introduces the new type of Incident reports:

	Incident Type in the current SSN
	Incident Type proposed

	SITREP
	SITREP

	POLREP
	POLREP

	Waste
	Waste

	Lost/found Containers
	Lost/Found Containers

	Others
	Others

	
	Failednotification

	
	VTSinfringement

	
	Bannedship

	
	ResultInspection

	
	Insurancefailure* (on hold)

	
	Pilot/PortReport* (on hold)


Fig 1: current and proposed incident reports type “Others”
The difficulties caused due to keeping all these six IRs under type “others” are:

· Their low usability: users are obliged to request the detailed part of the notification to know what the nature of the IR is (incident type remains “Other” until details are consulted). 
· Whenever details are requested for an IR type “Other” only the latest one provided will be retrieved without the possibility to select the one of interest. 
· In addition, there is not any operational value for the current IRs “Others”. IRs may be grouped according to their common source (environment related, infringements of legal requirements or reporting obligations, etc.) but keeping a group called “Others” is meaningless and does not add any value.

The benefits of separating the six IRs under type “others” are:

· It will allow an independent management of each IR, (for instance, IRs may be reported automatically to any other information system or for distribution purposes).
· It will align the legal framework with the operational and technical developments.
· It will facilitate the requirement from the ToR (see section 3) to provide an XML solution for these IR.

· The IR type “Other” will remain as a backup solution in case of new reporting obligations or for ad hoc exercises. This way, the possible new report would be included in the Guidelines under type “Others” meanwhile the SSN system (updating the XMLRG) is upgraded to incorporate it definitively.

3. proposal for a common RESPONSE MESSAGE
The proposal is to have the same structure for all the additional response. The new elements to be quoted are listed in Annex 2.

For the content of the response itself, 2 solutions to provide details are proposed:

a. XML response (see Annex 3): 
A free text up to 1024 characters to briefly describe the topic (If the free text size do not allow to describe the full incident, the data provider may decide to include the contact details in the free text field). and 
b. A downloadable document: 
An attachment such as for other notifications in SSN (supporting pdf, word, XML, etc…).

The contact details solution (phone and fax) is not proposed since it is not in line with the electronic exchange of information as requested by the 2002/59 Directive).

These 2 solutions shall be reflected in the XMLRG as for the other incident report messages.
The advantages of this proposal are:

· For an immediate use (i.e., operational point of view) the relevant information is only:

·  the ship identity, 
· the type of report,
· the date/time when it was sent and
· a summary of the facts (free text attribute)

· A common XML response framework for all these IR will ease the implementation;

· The complexity of setting up specific XML responses for the content of the message is very high and might not be necessary.
It has to be recalled that the Insurance failure and Port/Pilot reporting are excluded from this proposal.

4. Actions required
The IRWG is invited to assess the above proposals and provide their comments.

Annex 1
Table to be inserted in page 88 of a future XMLRG defining “Incident type” (please note that the naming of the new IR is for displaying purposes and making the table shorter):

	Incident Type

	Description

	SITREP
	Situation report

	POLREP
	Pollution report

	Waste
	Waste reporting alert

	Lost/found Containers
	Reporting containers or packages drifting at sea

	Failednotification
	Ships which have failed to comply with the notification and reporting requirements according to Art. 16.1(a) 2nd bullet

	VTSinfringement
	Ships which have failed to comply with the applicable rules in ships’ routeing systems and VTS placed under the responsibility of a Member State according to Art. 16.1(a) 3rd bullet

	Bannedship
	Ships which have been refused access to ports of the Member States or which have been the subject of a report or notification by a Member State in accordance with Annex I-1 to Council Directive 95/21/EC
 of 19 June 1995 on port State control of shipping

	ResultInspection
	Results of inspections carried out according to Art. 16.3

	Insurancefailure
	Ships which have failed to notify, or do not have, insurance certificates or financial guarantees pursuant to any Community legislation and international rules Art. 16.1(d)
 *

	Pilot/PortReport
	Ships which have been reported by pilots or port authorities as having apparent anomalies which may prejudice their safe navigation or create a risk for the environment Art. 16.1(e) *

	Others
	Any other one not in the above list


Annex 2

          Table to be inserted in page 161 of a future XMLRG:

	Incident Type
	Corresponding element node in XML message

	SITREP
	SITREPAlertInformation

	POLREP
	POLREPAlertInformation

	Waste
	WasteAlertInformation

	Lost/found Containers
	LostFoundContainersAlertInformation

	failednotification
	NewType1AlertInformation

	VTSinfringement
	NewType2AlertInformation

	Bannedship
	NewType3AlertInformation

	ResultInspection
	NewType4AlertInformation

	Insurancefailure
	NewType5AlertInformation*

	Pilot/PortReport
	NewType6AlertInformation*


	Others
	OtherAlertInformation


Annex 3:

Combined view of the XML response for any of the new IR plus the type “Other” (merging XMLRG pages 165 and 173)
	NewType1Information
	0-1
	NewType1Information element node (if incident type = Others)

	 
	VesselIdentification
	0-1
	VesselIdentification element node (if ship identified)

	
	 
	IMONumber
	0-1
	Mandatory if MMSINumber not given.

	
	
	MMSINumber
	0-1
	Mandatory if IMONumber not given.

	
	
	CallSign
	0-1
	None

	
	
	ShipName
	0-1
	None

	
	NotificationDetail
	1
	NotificationDetail element node

	
	
	FreeTextDetailandContactdetails
	0-1
	FreeTextDetails element node. 

	
	
	 
	Freetext
	1
	Description of the incident (free text up to 1024 characters)


� Directive 95/21/EC was repealed with effect from 1 January 2011 and replaced by Directive 2009/16/EC


� Relevant provision of Directive 2009/20/EC shall apply from 1 January 2012


* It should be noted that the two last messages should remain on hold waiting a legal evaluation by the Commission and the validation of the processing of the information by the Commission and the MSs. There is an on-going work between EMSA and Commission and it is expected that the Commission could present a proposal at the COSS.





� In case the new IR type	“Deliberate discharge pollution related incident reports” (using the “ReportingPolluters” form) is agreed, it should be included in both lists.  


* It should be noted that the two last messages should remain on hold waiting a legal evaluation by the Commission and the validation of the processing of the information by the Commission and the MSs. There is an on-going work between EMSA and Commission and it is expected that the Commission could present a proposal at the COSS.





 * It should be noted that the two last messages should remain on hold waiting a legal evaluation by the Commission and the validation of the processing of the information by the Commission and the MSs. There is an on-going work between EMSA and Commission and it is expected that the Commission could present a proposal at the COSS.
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