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	Executive summary 
	This document is a proposal to consider the feeding of Ship AIS information to SSN either by XML notification messages to EIS or by the better updated AIS information through SSN STIRES module.



	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 4

	Related documents
	SSN 11.4.2, Workshop Report SafeSeaNet 11


1. INTRODUCTION

The 11th SafeSeaNet workshop was held on 11th & 12th June 2009 at the EMSA premises in Lisbon. 

At that time, EMSA presented the last updated report (SSN 11.4.2) compiled by the MSS on the MSs’ status of implementation, also giving them the opportunity to verbally explain, correct or update the information that was provided.

Spain explained that AIS notifications by XML where not provided because the Spanish AIS information was already available in STIRES through the Mediterranean Server, and therefore it was already available in SSN. EMSA reminded them of the commitment to also provide XML AIS notifications and invited Spain to raise their position on AIS with the SSN Group at the next meeting.  

This document explains the Spanish position on AIS, and brings a proposal to the attention of EMSA and Member States.

2. STIRES  

Also during SSN 11, SSN STIRES module was exhibited and reported to be in operation soon. STIRES module, among other characteristics, has the possibility of creating an XML ship AIS message report for any request of this kind of information made to the EIS. 

In EMSA words about SSN STIRES module: "The goal is to distribute to participating countries, the full real-time AIS information picture, enhanced with selected data stored in the SSN system (e.g. notifications on hazardous goods, alert incidents posing threats to safety of navigations and/ or the environment)".

AIS information contributions to SSN through STIRES module are sent from the national AIS networks either directly from a member state AIS network centre or via a regional AIS network such as Baltic AIS server or MEDAIS.  

AIS information stored in the SSN STIRES module has a better updating quality than the XML information provided every two hours to the EIS. Since SSN STIRES module is conceived as a near real time information system, the information is updated in an interval in the order of seconds, in any case much better than the two hours agreed for XML notification Ship AIS messages. It seems rather obvious that the better quality option should be used.

Furthermore STIRES is not a separate system from SSN, but it is a module of the new whole SSN enhanced system as it has been said so frequently. Therefore all information gained by STIRES is SSN information.  

According to SSN11 meeting report by EMSA, STIRES is operative from 17th June 2009.

3. CONCLUSIONS

1. 
AIS information available in SSN can come from two different sources, wether through SSN STIRES module or through XML notifications stored at SSN EIS. 

2. 
Both SSN STIRES and SSN EIS allow the possibility of creating an XML ship AIS message report for any request of this kind of information made to the EIS.

3.
AIS information provided by SSN STIRES module is better updated than the same information provided by XML and stored at SSN EIS.

4.
Storing AIS information at the same time in SSN EIS and in SSN STIRES module is an unnecesary duplication.

5.
Compliance with EU Directive 2002/59/CE regarding AIS information is granted by participation in the regional AIS servers.

6.
It is difficult to justify a new effort to develop a tool for sending duplicated information data.

Therefore it is submited to the meeting the proposal to be able to feed AIS information to SSN either through SSN XML notification message or via regional AIS servers - STIRES.

4. ACTION REQUIRED

The SSN group is invited to consider and approve the above explained proposal in order to optimize efforts for providing AIS information to SSN.
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