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	Executive summary 
	This document aims to address potential problems in regard to the use of UN/LoCode in XML messages exchanged within SafeSeaNet and to propose possible solutions in order to overcome or limit these problems.   

	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 4

	Related documents
	Chapter 3.1 (Page 42) and Chapters 3.3 – 3.8 of the XLM Reference Guide Version 1.60 26/7/04


1. Introduction
Port is one of the most important actors of the SafeSeaNet project. According to the current design and implementation, Member States agreed that information regarding ports will be transmitted by using their UN/LoCode according to Recommendation 16/December 1998 of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) on “U.N. / LOCODE Codes for ports and other locations”. In case that UN/LoCode is not available the value ‘UNKWN’ will be used.    

The implementation of the above mentioned rule may cause loss of information when UN/LoCode is not available. Considering the above, Greece proposes the modification of the above mentioned rule so as to avoid or limit the information loss in case where UN/LoCode is not available. 
2. CURRENT XML REFFERENCE GUIDE TEXT

A general reference to the use of the LoCode is contained in page 42 of Section 3.1 of the XML reference guide which reads:
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Introduction  Port of departure and port of destination in some notification messages are also
defined using location codes.




In addition regarding to the definition of the XML messages (Sections 3.3 to 3.8), the rule for the use of UN/LoCode in XML messages is:

	Item
	Occ
	Type
	Len
	Description

	NextPortOfCall
	1
	Text
	5
	Location Code of next port of call. May be ‘UNKWN’ if unknown.


3.   Proposed modifications

3.1 Greece suggests replacing the existing text of page 42 of Section 3.1 by the following text:

“Introduction   The port locations have to comply with Recommendation 16/December 1998 of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) on “U.N. / LOCODE Codes for ports and other locations”.  If there is no UN/LoCode available, alternative ways for defining the location could be used as described in the definition of the particular message in the following chapters”. 

3.2 The description of the rule associated to the use of UN/LoCode in XML messages (as contained in the definition of the XML messages in Sections 3.3 to 3.8) should be replaced as follows:

3.2.1 Port Messages

(MS2SSN_Port_Not.xml, SSN2MS_Port_Res.xml)

	Item
	Occ
	Type
	Len
	Description

	NextPortOfCall
	1
	Text
	5
	Location Code of next port of call. May be ‘UNKWN’ when the actual location is unknown (e.g. orders) 

	LocationFormatIndicator
	1
	Choice
	1
	0 (UN/LoCode Format)
1 (Country Code + Name of Port)
2 (Free Text Format)

Values 1 & 2 are not accepted


3.2.2 HAZMAT Messages 

(MS2SSN_HAZMAT_Not.xml, MS2SSN_HAZMAT_Res.xml,  SSN2MS_HAZMAT_Res.xml)

\
a) For a vessel coming from a port located outside the Community and bound for a port in a Member State.

	Item
	Occ
	Type
	Len
	Description

	NextPortOfCall
	1
	Text
	5
	Location Code of next port of call. May be ‘UNKWN’ when the actual location is unknown (e.g. orders) 

	LocationFormatIndicator
	1
	Enum
	1
	0 (UN/LoCode Format)
1 (Country Code + Name of Port)
2 (Free Text Format)

Values 1 & 2 are not accepted


b) For a vessel leaving a port in a Member State.

	Item
	Occ
	Type
	Len
	Description

	NextPortOfCall
	1
	Text
	5
	Location Code of next port of call. May be ‘UNKWN’ when the actual location is unknown (e.g. orders) 

	
	
	
	
	OR

	
	1
	Text
	4 - 20
	Two letters Country Code identifying the country, according to the ISO 3166 two-letter Code for the representation of names of countries, 

followed by the name of the port within the country as it is described in the report transmitted by the vessel

	LocationFormatIndicator
	1
	Enum
	1
	0 (UN/LoCode Format)
1 (Country Code + Name of Port)
2 (Free Text Format)

Value 2 is not accepted


3.2.3 Ship (MRS) Messages 

(MS2SSN_ShipMRS_Not.xml, MS2SSN_ ShipMRS_Res.xml,  SSN2MS_ShipMRS_Res.xml)

	Item
	Occ
	Type
	Len
	Description

	NextPortOfCall
	1
	Text
	5
	Location Code of next port of call. May be ‘UNKWN’ when the actual location is unknown (e.g. orders)           

	
	
	
	
	OR

	
	1
	Text
	4 - 20
	Two letters Country Code identifying the country, according to the ISO 3166 two-letter Code for the representation of names of countries, 

followed by the name of the port within the country as it is described in the report transmitted by the vessel

	LocationFormatIndicator
	1
	Enum
	1
	0 (UN/LoCode Format)
1 (Country Code + Name of Port)
2 (Free Text Format)

Value 2 is not accepted


3.2.4 Ship (AIS) Messages 

(MS2SSN_ShipAIS_Not.xml, MS2SSN_ShipAIS_Res.xml,  SSN2MS_ShipAIS_Res.xml)

	Item
	Occ
	Type
	Len
	Description

	NextPortOfCall
	1
	Text
	5
	Location Code of next port of call. May be ‘UNKWN’ when the actual location is unknown (e.g. orders)           

	
	
	
	
	OR

	
	1
	Text
	4 - 20
	Two letters Country Code identifying the country, according to the ISO 3166 two-letter Code for the representation of names of countries, 

followed by the name of the port within the country as it is described in the report transmitted by the vessel

	
	
	
	
	OR

	
	
	
	
	Free Text as it is described in the report transmitted by the vessel

	LocationFormatIndicator
	1
	Enum
	1
	0 (UN/LoCode Format)
1 (Country Code + Name of Port)
2 (Free Text Format)


4.  Action Required

The Member States are invited to note the above mentioned proposals and take appropriate decision.
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