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	Executive summary 
	This document proposes procedures and technical solutions regarding:

· the storage and exchange information on granted exemptions, 
· the reply with the relevant information to the MS requests.


	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 4

	Related documents
	a. Directive 2002/59/EC (Article 15)

b. SSN 7/3/8 document (UK Notification of Exemptions) 

c. Paragr. I.2.3 of SSN 8 minutes - UK oral statement on multiple port notifications and exemptions in SSN


1. INTRODUCTION
At SSN workshop 8, the United Kingdom (UK) made an oral statement to raise awareness of the issue related to storing and exchanging information on granted exemptions for scheduled services in SSN under Article 15 of the Directive, following a SSN 7 action item.

It was recognised that SSN must support the input of the list of companies and ships granted exemption under Article 15, as well as any updating of this list, that shall be made available at all time to the SSN users.

EMSA was tasked to study and present at WS 9 a potential solution to SSN to comply in the Directive’s requirements under Article 15. This document intends to present a technical solution for SSN to store and exchange information on granted exemptions and reply with the relevant information to the SSN user’s requests.
2. EMSA PROPOSAL

EMSA proposes a technical solution divided into two main parts:

a) Storing and managing the list of granted exemptions

· SSN will include a functionality to input the list of companies and ships granted exemption under Article 15;
· In list the following information will be included:

· Ship identification (IMO number, MMSI number, call sign, name)

· Company name

· MS granting the exemption (country and Authority name)

· Contact information of the Authority from which the detailed information on the scheduled service listed in Annex I(3) of the Directive can be obtained (last name, first name, phone, fax, email)
· Scheduled service (ports included in the scheduled voyage) 
· Exemption validity (From / To)

· The functionality to input/update/delete granted exemptions will be available trough the SSN web interface to users type NCA and with the proper access rights;

· The list will be made available to all SSN users only to consult it, also trough SSN web interface.

b) Exchange information on granted exemptions

· SSN core will include the information on granted exemptions in the normal processing of all requests. Thus, when SSN is prompt with a request on a given vessel included in the list of exemptions the system will produce a normal Hazmat response using the information contained in the list;
· The Hazmat response generate using the list of exemptions will have exactly the same format as the existing one with the cargo information details available by phone/fax/email of the Authority granting the exemption;
· The field “next port of call” will be “ZZUKN”, “total persons on board” will be “99999” and ETA/ETD not included; This information would not be available on the Hazmat response for an exempted service;

· The above process can be implemented either requesting trough XML or web interface and will have no impact to the MS’s SSN national interfaces;
· However it is necessary to make the requester aware that the response information is based on an exemption granted. On the web interface we propose to include a note “Scheduled service exempted by Authority X under Directive 2002/59 Article 15”; on the XML interface to include the same message on the Status Message field as a text string.
It is important to keep in mind that it is the Member State’s responsibility to exempt a scheduled service and to verify that the conditions for the granted exemption are being met.
3. CONCLUSIONS 

EMSA proposal would facilitate the input of data on granted exemptions for notification of dangerous and polluting goods into SSN.
The adjustment proposed would allow the SSN users to be informed on the exemptions granted and also would permit NCA’s to easily introduce and update exemptions information into the system. The system would be updated in order to use this list and inform all the users requesting information on vessels engaged in scheduled services that an exemption was granted and the contact information of the authority holding detailed information on the DPG carried on board the vessel.

4. ACTION REQUIRED

The SSN group is invited to note the above-mentioned proposals and to provide their comment in order to engage the appropriate action.
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