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	Executive summary 
	This document contains information on the general data quality framework and the checking rules categories proposed by the ad hoc Data Quality Working Group (DQ WG).  

	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 3

	Related documents
	a. SSN 7/3/5 document

b. Paragr IV.4 of SSN 7 minutes
c. Data Quality Working Group meeting  minutes



1. Introduction 

At SSN 7, the workshop to set up an Ad Hoc WG on DQ with the objective to develop and submit to SSN WG for approval a “Data Quality Guideline- DQG” covering the scope of the quality validations to be implemented into SSN”. Especially the DQ WG shall:
· Define the specifications and procedures for developing the relevant process that guarantee a good level of quality into SSN

· Recommend a set of good practices to be followed by the SSN actors 

· Propose a timing for implementing the requirements 
The participants agreed on the proposal regarding the establishment of regular meetings (maximum 3) in order to be able to deliver a consolidated document to WS 9. The SSN group agreed that:
a. a first meeting will take place early in September and a second will be planned the day before the ISWG 5. A tentative date will be proposed by the TWG leader (Germany).
b. a first draft will be delivered at WS 8,

c. the final guideline document will be delivered at WS 9.

Based on the decision of SSN 7, Germany hosted a meeting on 5/9/07 in Bonn at the premises of the Ministry of Transport, Building and Urban Affairs. A second meeting of the DQ WG held on 20/9/07 in Lisbon (combined with the ISWG 5). 
2. Data quality group discussions 

Specific objectives

During the DQ WG meetings EMSA suggested the specific objectives of the DQ WG are to propose automatic data quality checks and procedures that will:
· Prevent mistaken data to enter into SSN. Before sending the SSN data to the SSN core, the MS SSN national applications will perform a complete set of checks based on specific predefined rules ensuring the data cohesion 

· During the checking process, the national SSN application will verify that the message corresponds to the expectations. If yes the message will be send to the SSN Core, otherwise it will be rejected by giving a relevant warning to the message originator (agent, operator, master for port, HAZMAT) or competent Authorities (for alert notifications) about the mistake. 

· Additional checks at EU level by the MSS will ensure the harmonized implementation.

Data quality principles

The DQ group recognizes that the actors involved in the DQ chain are : 
· SSN data originators (agents, masters or operators and Authorities)

· NCA

· LCAs

· EMSA
MS SSN national applications will comply with the agreed technical set of rules (to be adopted by the SSN group) ensuring the content of the notifications is correct. 
EMSA pays full respect to the notifications of MS and in no case EMSA will modify any notification of the MS concerned. However EMSA has the right to doubt and as soon as it detects a value incorrect it will draw the attention of the MS concerned. 
General data quality framework 

EMSA presented the general framework of the data quality based on the discussions and the results already achieved by the SSN group during the previous meetings. The group agreed that to improve the data quality different type of action should be taken: 
· Set up procedures (at MS level and EMSA about databases, contacts, communications, random checks etc)

· Define a set of checks (checking rules categories) for SSN notifications (and message’s details)

· Propose regulation improvements (Directive requirements, inconsistencies in XML RG).

Checking rules categories 

Regarding the set of checks and the Checking rules categories, the group suggested that there is a need for a complete set of rules falling under the following categories: 
· Field oriented (refers to the specific field of the message, e.g. IMO number is a number with 7 digits)

· Horizontal rules (refers to two or more fields of the message e.g. for HAZMAT not and for a vessel leaving a MS port, ETD < ETA)

· Vertical rules (refers to different messages)

3. Action required 

Member States are invited to consider the general data quality framework proposed by the ad hoc Data Quality group and to take appropriate decisions.
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