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1. Introduction and background 
The EMSA Administrative Board meeting was held in Lisbon on 20-21 November 2008 during which a presentation was made by Italy of the Mediterranean AIS system.
2.
Board’s decision on the presentation by Italy (minuted)
The Administrative Board took note of the presentation of the Mediterranean Sea Monitoring System made by the Italian authorities. The Board expressed an appreciation of the initiative, its efficient development, the commitment of the Member States involved and the assistance provided by the Agency.

The Board Members of the countries directly involved expressed their willingness to achieve further, enhanced cooperation.

3.  Presentation of the Mediterranean Sea Monitoring System

During the meeting, Mr Lazaros Aichmalotidis, Head of Unit for Vessel Traffic and Reporting Services provided some background on the development of the Mediterranean Sea Monitoring System, instigated as a technical initiative by EMSA. He described how in November 2005, EMSA organized a workshop with experts representing Member States of the Mediterranean basin (Cyprus, Greece, France, Italy, Malta, Portugal, Slovenia and Spain), the Black Sea (Bulgaria and Romania) and Portugal, with the objective of coordinating development of their national traffic monitoring infrastructures in a proper and harmonised way, thereby ensuring a satisfactory interaction between their systems. Representatives from Turkey and Croatia were also invited as observers. As a result, an AIS Expert Working Group was set up to continue and progress work on traffic monitoring. Italy offered the relevant hosting environment and the applications to facilitate the exchange of vessel traffic monitoring information. The development of the Med AIS system falls under the existing provisions of Article 9 of Directive 2002/59/EC. By summer 2009, the Med AIS network will be integrated into the new STIRES system as part of SafeSeaNet. 

Mr Giuseppe Aulicino, Project Manager for Mediterranean AIS from the Italian Coast Guard, then made a presentation of the system which covering areas of the Mediterranean, the Black Sea and part of the Atlantic, to be completed by the end of 2008. He presented examples on how the Med AIS system can be used for Search and Rescue operations and for pollution response. Mr. Nicola Carlone from the Italian Coast Guard thanked the Agency for its support and stressed that the project is a powerful tool to promote further cooperation; representing a first step towards a complete maritime picture involving all of the Mediterranean Countries.   

The Commission welcomed the initiative and noted that the system had the potential for further development with additional layers, with examples such as the CleanSeaNet images and perhaps at a later stage, the LRIT messages. Mr Lazaros Aichmalotidis explained briefly how STIRES project (currently under development), will link together all of the EU regions and would create an EU common AIS traffic image accessible to all of the Member States. That image will also be enriched with information from the existing SafeSeaNet and linked to the future to LRIT and CleanSeaNet applications. 

4. Action requested

The group is invited to note the appreciation of the Board for the effort creating the system and their willingness to achieve further, enhanced cooperation.
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