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Foreword

Based on casualties reported by the national accident
investigation bodies of the EU, the total number of casualties
in 2020 has reduced 18% in comparison with 2019. Such
positive result should be considered within the context of
the on-going Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, which has
been impacting the intensity of global shipping.

The most positive results were found in the number of lives
lost (reduction of 48% in 2020 compared to the year 2019)
and the number of injured persons (drop of 36%).

Between 2019 and 2020, figures indicate a reduction

of occurrences for almost all ship types, with a greater
reduction for cargo ships (15%) and passenger ships (44%).
However, the number of fishing vessels involved in marine
accidents remained at a similar level in 2020, as fishing
activity was likely much less impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic.

Navigational events (collisions, groundings and contacts)
represented the biggest part of casualties with a ship (43%).
A reduction of 15% of casualties with a ship was noted.

Accident to persons represented 37% of all marine
casualties. In comparison with 2019, a drop of 28% was
noted.

In 2020, 7 vessels were lost, 5 of them being fishing vessels.

The number of pollutions resulting from marine casualties
continued decreasing in 2020. Since 2014, an overall
reduction of 68% was noted.

Accident Investigation bodies of the European Union have
launched 923 investigations during the past 6 years, among
them 757 were concluded. 74 investigations were initiated

in 2020. The overall number of investigations led to 2011
safety recommendations and actions taken, targeting mainly
Ship Related Procedures / Operations and Human Factors /
Training, skills and experience.

Overview of key figures for 2020
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Severity of marine casualties and incidents
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Grounding of M/V Rinella M near Barbarinac Island (Croatia) on 06/02/2020. Photo credit: HR/AIN



Ship types involved
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Casualties with ships

Repartition Progression
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Accidents to persons
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Loss of ships
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Pollutions resulting from marine accidents
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Investigations and outcomes
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Human Factors

49% of which relate to training and skills

Ship related procedures

40% of which relate to operations

Ship structure and equipment

36% of which relate to ship equipment/system

E Shore and water equipment

* 27% of which relate to shore
. and water navigation aids



The European Maritime Safety Agency is one of the
European Union’s decentralised agencies. Based in
Lisbon, the Agency’s mission is to ensure a high level
of maritime safety, maritime security, prevention of and
response to pollution from ships, as well as response
to marine pollution from oil and gas installations.

The overall purpose is to promote a safe, clean and
economically viable maritime sector in the EU.
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Photo credits

Cover image: Fire on board M/V New Diamond on 03/09/2020
(Sri Lanka Navy); Back page: Collision in Baltic Sea on 23/09/2020
between M/V ICE ROSE, a refrigerated cargo ship, and a navy ship
(DK/DMAIB).

Get in touch for more information

European Maritime Safety Agency
Praca Europa 4
1249-206 Lisboa Portugal

Tel +351 211209 200 / Fax +351 211209 210
emsa.europa.eu / Twitter EMSA_Lisbon

This publication contains statistics on marine casualties
and incidents that: involve ships flying a flag of one

of the EU Member States; occur within EU Member
States’ territorial sea and internal waters; or involve other
substantial interests of the EU Member States.

The figures presented provide a general overview of the
safety of maritime transport in the scope of European
interests.

More detailed information can be found at:
www.emsa.europa.eu/accident-investigation-publications.html
and at:
https://portal.emsa.europa.eu/emcip-public/#/public-

occurrences

emsa.europa.eu
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