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1 Executive summary 

1.1 Purpose of the Document 

This document provides a description of the Maritime Application Portal (MAP) graphical interface 
design at different abstraction levels. 
 
The main purpose is to provide all the necessary knowledge for the development of EMSA portals 
and applications. The concepts and techniques exposed in this document shall be carefully applied 
in any MAP development, in order to obtain MAP - compliant applications. 

1.2 Organization of the Document 

The document is organized as follows: 
 
Chapter 1 explains the objectives of this GIDD (Graphical interface design document) and presents 
an overview of its contents. 
 
Chapter 2 provides a top-level view of the MAP platform, demonstrating its utility and describing 
all the components of the platform. 
 
Chapter 3 introduces all the high-level knowledge necessary for the development of MAP 
applications. 
 
Chapter 4 shows the graphic design details (colors, fonts, dimensions, etc...), which may be useful 
for the development of MAP applications.  

1.3 Reading Guidelines 

The document is characterized by a top-down design. It starts from a top-level view of the MAP 
platform, and goes down to low-level aspects. Therefore, this nature makes the intended reading 
flow flexible.  
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1.4 Design template preview 

To reach the final design template the work done followed some main EMSA guidelines that are 
key to the success of the MAP portal: 

 To have one single entry point to EMSA maritime applications; 

 To assure one common identity, design consistency and visual aesthetic; 

 To be functional, user intuitive and coherent regardless of what choice the user has 
chosen or what application he is using. 

 
The picture below depicts the login page of MAP portal  
 

 
 
 
A background picture, related to maritime activities, will be used to enhance visual aesthetic and 
appealing. In order to minimize scrolling, the design is prepared to have a fixed dimension and 
when more screen is needed the scroll will be limited to the horizontal one using a Metro 
approach (like the Windows 8 start screen that Microsoft recently released).  
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Besides a Links and Public Alerts content that are always visible, the welcome page was designed 
to be user friendly giving to the guest user rapid access to links to EMSA services or applications 
and an easily available login form. 
 
After login the user is redirected to its private page designed to enable access to information and 
services in a fastest, simplest and intuitive manner. The picture below depicts a regular user 
private page 
 

 
 
 
On the screen the user has square buttons, grouped by applications, which link to existing EMSA 
applications functionalities. The design is prepared to support a service oriented approach in the 
near future, where the grouping will be made by service instead of application.   
 
Like the login page, the user private page has the Links and Public Alerts content always visible.  
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Below the main screen area, small orange and white dots that show to the user how many more 
pages can be scrollable is visible, giving user two different approaches to scroll. By clicking directly 
on the dot the user can jump straight to the screen clicked or by using the scroll bar the user can 
scroll one screen at a time. In this regular user example page there is only one page, therefore the 
scroll bar is not visible. 
 
Portlets (functionalities that can be placed on the portal) can be collapsed or expanded as needed. 
On this example one can see the My Account and Documents portlet expanded, as the design is 
made to assure that Liferay dynamic capabilities are used to give flexible and adjustable layouts to 
the portal administrator. 
 
Another example of the user private page is shown below. The picture illustrates what a Super 
User private page could look like: 
 

 
 
Notice the scroll bar and the navigation dots, the flexible and adjustable layouts where the My 
Account and Documents are expanded. On the top a menu bar, always visible, gives user multi-
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choice navigation throughout EMSA application landscape. The idea behind this top menu bar is to 
give user a very straightforward, fast and easy way to switch between applications by using the 
links and sub-links of the bar (pictured below as dotted arrow), and minimize the back and forth 
between MAP portal and the other EMSA applications. 
 
With this bar the user can switch directly from THETIS to SafeSeaNet (or other service / application 
that he has access to) without being obliged to return to the private page, which would occur if 
the links were only available on the user private page. 
 

 
 

MAP USER
Private page

SafeSeaNet

THETIS

(…)

Welcome
page

Goodbye 
page
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On the picture below is visible the top menu bar with the Portal menu expanded to show the 
different links and sub-links that the user has access to. 
 

 
 
To make this menu navigation easier, the menu will expand and collapse only vertically. As 
depicted in the picture above the LRIT menu link is opened and its 3 sub-links are showed with a 
light gray color. 
 
A Reset action on the top bar is always available, so that user can reset its page to the standard 
layout defined by EMSA. In this example the Documents and My Account portlets are collapsed 
and are shown as by design they will be placed on the MAP portal: the My Account on the top bar 
and the Documents alongside the EMSA News  
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2 MAP Platform 

2.1 Introduction 

This Chapter provides a clear big-picture of the MAP platform. 
 
The objective of this GIDD is to provide a graphical design for the Maritime Application Portal 
(MAP) project. The overall scope of the MAP project is to implement a user friendly, aesthetically 
pleasing, secured, scalable and resilient single entry point to the maritime applications operated 
by the Agency in order to enable users accessing functionalities offered by EMSA maritime 
applications via: 

 A common Welcome Page for all applications; 

 A private “User Home” page focusing on “user” rather than “application” configuration. 
 

2.2 Structure 

The overall structure of the application is relatively simple, as shown in the following diagram. 
Note: This diagram only shows the direct relationships between these two pages. 
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User Private Home Page 
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Alerts 
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Account Portals 
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Portlets 
Private 
News 

Refresh Page 

Home Refresh 
Control 
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There are 4 primary elements in the Welcome Page: 

 Login; 

 Services/Portals; 

 Links; 

 Public  Alerts; 
and each of these may be accessed directly from the main page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are 3 primary elements in the User Private Home Page: 

 EMSA Applications Portlets; 

 Liferay Applications Portlets; 

 Private News; 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
and 6 secondary elements to access to other features: 

 Control Panel; 

 My Account; 

 Portals; 

 Home; 

 Refresh; 

 Logout; 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Page 

Login Services/Portals Links 
Public 
Alerts 

User Private Home Page 

EMSA App 
Portlets 

Liferay App 
Portlets 

Private 
News 

User Private Home Page 

Logout 
Control 
Panel 

Portals Home Refresh 
My 

Account 
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2.3 Navigation 

Pages are displayed in a single browser window with horizontal scroll (shown the bottom of the 
page when more information is available on the right of the main screen).  
 
There are also “screen dots” that show the number of available screens. 
 

 
 
Note: All the information is displayed without vertical scrolling. 
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2.3.1 Welcome Page 

Primary navigation is provided directly on the main screen, in 2 distinct areas: 
 

 Services/Portals 
o An access is provided by clicking directly in the Service/Portal button 

 

 
 

 Login 
o Login access is provided after the authentication (Username and Password) process 
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2.3.2 User Private Home Page 

Primary navigation is provided directly on the main screen:  
 

 EMSA and Liferay Applications 
o An access is provided by clicking directly in the Application button 

 

 
 

Secondary navigation is provided on the top of the screen, in a horizontal list of graphical links: 
 

 Home 
o An access to the Welcome Page is provided by clicking directly in the Home button 

 

 
 

 My Account 
o An access to the My Account Portlet is provided by clicking directly in the My 

Account button 
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 Control Panel 
o An access to the User’s Control Panel is provided by clicking directly in the Control 

Panel button 
 

 
 

 Portals (with a sub menu) 
o An access to a single Portal is provided by clicking directly in the Portal sub menu 

button 
 

  
 

 Refresh 
o A refresh of the User Private Home Page (restore all the items of a default 

configuration) is provided by clicking directly in the Refresh button 
 

 
 

 Logout 
o Logout from this page is provided by clicking directly in the Logout button. The user 

is redirected to the Welcome Page 
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3 Page Descriptions 

This major part of the document contains detailed descriptions of each page. 
 
The main layout of MAP is based on a square matrix. The minimum unit is a square with 120x120 
pixels. All the modules (areas) are multiples of these squares with 2 pixels space between them. 
 
 
 

    
 
 
For example, a module with two rows by three columns should correspond to six squares.  
120 + 2 + 120 = 242 pixels by 120 + 2 + 120 + 2 + 120 = 364 pixels 
 
 
 

       
 

       
 
 
 
All the modules (areas) should be configured with this rule (RULE 1). 
  

120 px 

120 px 2 px 120 px 

120 px 

120 px 2 px 120 px 

2 px 120 px 

120 px 

2 px 

364 px 

242 px 
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3.1 Welcome Page 

Once the user has entered, four default modules (areas) will appear in the main interface, “Login”, 
“Services/Portals”, “Links” and “Public Alerts”.  
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3.1.1 Login 

This module provides an access to the User Private Pages. 
The user should enter the Username and Password and then should click on the Login Key. 
 

 

3.1.2 Services/Portals 

This module provides an access to the Services/Portals. 
If the user is not logged, a page with Public Information about the Service/Portal is shown. 
If the user is logged, he enters in the Private Page of the Service/Portal. 
The user should click on the Service/Portal button. 
 

 
  

Enter Username 

Enter Password 

Click to authenticate 

Click to access the 
Services/Portals 
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3.1.3 Links 

This module provides information about Public Links. 
For more links, the user should click in the title of the module (area) “Links”. 
 

 

3.1.4 Public Alerts 

This module provides information about Public Alerts. 
For more alerts, the user should click in the title of the module (area) “Public Alerts”. 
 

 
  

Click to access the Links 
Page with more links 

Click to access the Alerts 
Page with more alerts 
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3.2 User Private Home Page 

Once the user has entered, 3 default modules (areas) will appear in the main interface, 
“Applications Portlets”, “EMSA News” and “Top Menu”.  
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3.2.1 Application Portlets 

This module provides an access to the Application Portlets. 
These portlets are from EMSA Portals (SafeSeaNet, LRIT, STCW, THETIS, etc…) and from Liferay 
(Users, Control Panel, etc…). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Each user has the portlets that he is enrolled. For example, a user with access to few applications 
(like the LRIT application) while a super user may have access to LRIT, SafeSeaNet, STCW, THETIS 
applications.  
 
 
 
 

  

-------------------
EMSA Portals Liferay Portals 
-EMSA Portals EMSA Portals 

Regular User Super User 
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All the EMSA Portals applications portlets are collapsed. 
The Liferay applications portlets are collapsed to save space in the screen but they can be 
expanded in order to show immediately the information inside. 
 

 

3.2.2 EMSA News 

This module provides information about EMSA News. 
For more news, the user should click in the title of the module (area) “EMSA News”. 
 

 
  

Click to access the EMSA 
News Page with more news 
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3.2.3 Top Menu 

This module provides a menu with direct access to some useful areas in the MAP. 

 My Account 

 Control Panel 

 Portals (with a sub menu to EMSA Portals) 

 Home 

 Refresh 

 Logout 
 

This module exists in order to provide navigation in the platform with easy access to some 
important features. In order to keep them available along the platform they are placed in the top 
of the page. 
 

 

Main Menu 

Sub menu of Portals 
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4 Technical Elements 

The following is a list of all elements in the two main pages. 
 

 Common Rules 
o 10 pixels horizontal space between Areas (RULE 2) 
o 50 pixels vertical space between Areas to the Area Title (RULE 3) 
o 10 pixels vertical space between Title and Content Box (RULE 4) 

 

 

4.1 Common elements 

4.1.1 Screen Area 

4.1.1.1 EMSA Logo 

o Color  
 Original color 

o Size 
 148x52 pixels 

 

10 px horizontal (RULE 2) 

50 px vertical (RULE 3) 

10 px vertical (RULE 4) 
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4.1.1.2 Top Bar 

o Color  
 #ffffff (Transparency – 100% to 10% degrade) 

o Size 
 1024x68 

 

 

4.1.1.3 Bottom Bar 

o Color  
 #ffffff (Transparency – 100% to 10% degrade) 

o Size 
 1024x34 

o Font 
 Verdana 
 9 pixels 
 Bold 
 #333333 

 

 

4.1.1.4 Background 

o Size 
 1024x768 

o Image 
 Full screen image 
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4.2 Welcome Page 

4.2.1 Applications Area 

4.2.1.1 Services/Portals Buttons 

o Color 
 #3399ff (Transparency - 75%) 
 On mouse over (Transparency – 100%) 

o Size 
 120x120 pixels each button 
 2 pixels space vertical and horizontal between each button 

o Font 
 Verdana  
 14 pixels  
 Bold  
 #ffffff 
 Align “center” 

o Link 
 Service/Portal Page 

 

 

4.2.2 Login Area 

4.2.2.1 Content Box 

o Color 
 #003366 (transparency - 75%) 

o Size 
 486x364 pixels (can be resized according the RULE 1) 
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o Font 
 Trebuchet MS 
 30 pixels (Title); 24 pixels (Subtitle); 14 pixels (Body) 
 Bold  
 #ffffff 

4.2.2.2 Username and Password Fields 

o Color 
 #ffffff 

o Size 
 135x25 pixels 

o Font 
 Verdana  
 14 pixels  
 #000000 

4.2.2.3 Username and Password Labels 

o Font 
 Verdana  
 14 pixels  
 Bold 
 #ffffff 

4.2.2.4 Login Button 

o Font 
 Verdana 
 10 pixels 
 Bold 
 #ffffff 

o Icon 
 Color 

 #ffffff 
 Size 

 36x17 pixels 
 Image 

 Key 
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o Link 
 User Private Home Page 

 

 

4.2.3 Links Area 

4.2.3.1 Content Box 

o Color 
 #0033cc 

o Size 
 242x120 pixels 
 2 pixels space between each box 

o Font 
 Verdana 
 12 pixels 
 Bold 
 #ffffff 

o Icon 
 Color 

 #ffffff 
 Size 

 30x30 pixels 
 Image 

 Link 
o Links 

 New page with the link content  
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4.2.3.2 Title 

o Font 
 Verdana  
 14 pixels  
 Bold 
 #ffffff 

o Link 
 Links Page 

 

 

4.2.4 Public Alerts Area 

4.2.4.1 Content Box 

o Color 
 # ff9900 

o Size 
 242x120 pixels 
 2 pixels space between each box 

o Font 
 Verdana 
 12 pixels 
 Bold 
 #ffffff 

o Icon 
 Color 

 #ffffff 
 Size 

 30x30 pixels 
 Image 

 Exclamation Point 
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4.2.4.2 Title 

o Font 
 Verdana  
 14 pixels  
 Bold 
 #ffffff 

o Link 
 Public Alerts Page 
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4.3 User Private Home Page 

4.3.1 Applications Portlets Area 

4.3.1.1 Applications Portlets Buttons 

o Color 
 #66ccff / #ff9900 / #3399ff / #ffcc00 / #333333 / #666666 
 top - Transparency – 75%; bottom - Transparency – 100% 
 On mouse over (Transparency – 100%) 

o Size 
 120x120 pixels each button (top – 120x90 pixels; bottom – 120x30 pixels) 
 2 pixels space vertical and horizontal between each button 

o Font 
 Verdana  
 12 pixels  
 Bold  
 #ffffff 
 Align “center” 

o Icon 
 Color 

 #ffffff 
 Size 

 60x60 pixels 
 Image 

 Several images according to the Application subject 
o Link 

 Application Portlet 

4.3.1.2 Title 

o Font 
 Verdana  
 14 pixels  
 Bold 
 #ffffff 

4.3.1.3 Applications Portlets Expanded 

o Color 
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 #66ccff / #ff9900 / #3399ff / #ffcc00 / #333333 / #666666 
 top - Transparency – 100%; bottom - Transparency – 75% 

o Size 
 Variable (RULE 1 need to be applied) (top height– 30 pixels) 

o Font 
 Verdana  
 14 pixels  
 Bold  
 #ffffff 

o Content 
 Application Portlet 

 

 

4.3.2 EMSA News Area 

4.3.2.1 Content Box 

o Color 
 # 0033cc 

o Size 
 242x120 pixels 
 2 pixels space between each box 

o Font 
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 Verdana 
 12 pixels 
 Bold 
 #ffffff 

o Icon 
 Color 

 #ffffff 
 Size 

 30x30 pixels 
 Image 

 Newspaper 

4.3.2.2 Title 

o Font 
 Verdana  
 14 pixels  
 Bold 
 #ffffff 

o Link 
 EMSA News Page 

 

 

4.3.3 Top Menu Area 

4.3.3.1 Welcome Message 

o Font 
 Verdana 
 24 pixels 
 Welcome – Regular; Person Name – Bold 
 #ffffff 
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4.3.3.2 Content Box 

o Color 
 #ffffff (Transparency – 50%) 

o Size 
 346x54 pixels 

o Font 
 Verdana 
 9 pixels 
 Bold 
 #333333 
 On Mouse Over (#ffffff) 

o Icon 
 Color 

 #ffffff 
 Size 

 25x25 pixels 
 Image 

 Several images according to the Menu subject 
o Link 

 Home: Welcome Page 
 My Account: My Account Portlet 
 Control Panel: Control Panel Page 
 Portals: open a submenu with the Portals. Clicking each Portal Page is 

displayed 
 Reset: Reset the page 
 Logout: Welcome Page  
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5 Annex A – Other Layouts 

5.1 Simple 

5.1.1 Welcome Page 
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5.1.2 User Private Home Page 
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5.1.3 Super User Private Home Page 
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5.2 Elastic 

5.2.1 Welcome Page 
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5.2.2 User Private Home Page 
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5.2.3 Super User Private Home Page 
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5.3 Metro 

5.3.1 Welcome Page 
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5.3.2 User Private Home Page 
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5.3.3 User Private Home Page (Full Portlet) 
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5.4 Scrolling 

5.4.1 Welcome Page 
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5.4.2 User Private Home Page 
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5.4.3 User Private Home Page (Full Portlet) 
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5.5 Slide 

5.5.1 Welcome Page 
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5.5.2 User Private Home Page 
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5.5.3 User Private Home Page (Full Portlet) 

 


