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with the higher number of occurrences, with an exception for passenger ships with a greater number of 
occurrences in EU waters: being in the Mediterranean Sea and the Baltic Sea. 

After a decrease in the traffic density around Europe in 2020, more intense for passenger ships than for cargo 
ships and fishing vessels, traffic density values increased again in 2021 with values still under the levels in 2019. 

EU Member States investigative bodies have launched 984 investigations over the period from 2014 to 2021 and 
832 safety investigation reports were made public. In 2021, 84 investigations were reported to have been launched, 
meaning a decrease of 7.7% in comparison with the year 2020 and a decrease of 28.2% in comparison with the 
year 2019. 

From 2014 to 2021, there was a total of 563 lives lost in 376 marine casualties. After a continuous important 
decrease until 2017 when 45 fatalities were recorded, an increase up to 67 was recorded in 2019. 43 fatalities were 
recorded in 2020 and 36 in 2021. 89.3% of the victims were crew members. The main event resulting in fatalities 
was collision, when it related to a ship, and slipping / falls when it related to a person. 

From 2014 to 2021, there was a total of 6,155 injuries in 5,394 marine casualties and incidents. From 2014 to 2019 
the average of injuries was 825, there was a decrease to 587 in 2020 and a new increase to 621 in 2021, a 25.8% 
less injuries than in 2019. 84.6% of the injuries were crew members. The main event resulting in injuries was 
collision, when it related to a ship, and slipping / falls when it related to a person. 

Fatalities and injuries indicators based on the number of the person on board for each person category (crew 
member, passenger or other) in the EU fleet were developed. The trends of these indicators for crew and 
passengers were like the trends in number of fatalities and injuries. 

In 2021, 14 ships were lost, 650 ships were damaged, 219 ships were considered unfit to proceed, 759 required 
shore assistance, 368 ships required towing and 21 ships were abandoned. There were 340 Search and Rescue 
(SAR) operations. In general, this means a reduction in the consequences to ships, in comparison with previous 
years and an increase in the support to vessels after the marine accidents and incidents. 

A significant decrease in the reported number of pollutions was noted in year 2019, 2020 and 2021. However, in 
2021 the number of pollutions was higher than in the two previous years. This reduction was significant for 
passenger ships, service ships and fishing vessels. 

From analysis conducted in safety investigations, it was determined that, from 2014 to 2021, 59.6% of accident 
events was due to human action and 68.3% of the contributing factors were related to human behaviour. Analysing 
both human action events and human behaviour contributing factors jointly, human element relates to 81.1% of the 
investigated marine casualties and incidents. These trends are common for all ship types.  

Over the period from 2014 to 2021, the total number of safety recommendations issued, and actions taken reported 
was 2,329. 45.5% of the issued safety recommendations and actions taken were dealing with ship related 
procedures. 

 
 Photo credit GAMA/Portugal. 
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Figure 2.3�±8 Map of marine casualties and incidents, organized by geographical area 

 

 
Accidents and incidents in EU waters are distributed from high to low in North Atlantic Ocean (average 22.2%), 
Mediterranean Sea (average 18.4%), Baltic Sea (average 10.4%), Artic Ocean East (average 4.7%) and Inland 
waters (1.4%). 

Accidents and incidents reported in EMCIP in non-EU waters are distributed from high to low in other seas 
(average 19.5%), North Atlantic Ocean (average 14.3%), Mediterranean Sea (average 5.8%), Baltic Sea (average 
2.1%), Inland waters (average 0.9%) and Artic Ocean East (average 0.3%). 

After a significative reduction of marine accidents and incidents in the Mediterranean Sea in 2020, the number of 
occurrences increased in 2021 reaching levels like in 2014. 

In 2021 there is a significative increment in the number of marine accidents and incidents in the European waters 
of the Baltic Sea. 

Analysing the data by geographical area and ship type the following map and figure were obtained. 
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