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neW oil spill response Vessels in the 
BlacK anD Baltic seas, anD the MeD 

on november 8 the agency rearranged its network of stand-by 
oil spill response vessels by finalising tenders for the Black sea, 
Baltic and Mediterranean sea. Mostly replacing previous contracts, 
eMsa contracted three new bunker tankers to its network, located 
in copenhagen (Denmark), Valletta (Malta) and algeciras (spain), 
plus one offshore supply vessel in Varna (Bulgaria). all vessels will 
be pre-fitted and equipped for oil spill recovery activities and are 
expected to enter into operational service during in the first half of 
2012.  eMsa has also improved its network by providing a new set of 
sweeping arms to  vessels based in cobh (ireland) and a new high-
capacity skimmer to the piraeus (greece)-based vessel aktea osrV. 

11 noVeMBer MaritiMe conference: 
noW on youtuBe

over 200 participants, including many Vips of the global 
shipping industry, attended a major maritime conference 
held at eMsa on november 11. the conference in particular 
gave current eMsa executive Director an opportunity to 
summarise eMsa’s development over the past decade. and for 
the first time, eMsa has published videos of the presentations 
on its youtube account. the presentations are as follows: 
‘safe and clean shipping - a regional contribution to a global issue’
Mr efthimios Mitropoulos - secretary general of iMo
‘the evolution of eMsa’s tasks, the point of view of the council of 
the european union’: Mrs anna Wypych-namiotko - secretary of 
state, Ministry of infrastructure, poland; polish presidency of the 
council of the european union
‘the evolution of eMsa’s tasks, the point of view of the european 
parliament’: Mr Knut fleckenstein - Member of the european 
parliament and rapporteur for the tran committee
‘Maritime safety: the point of view of industry’: Mr Juan riva – 
president of ecsa (european community shipowners’ associations)
Mr pavel shikhov – chairman of iacs (international association of 
classification societies)
‘safe and clean shipping - will we make a difference?’ :  Mr Willem de 
ruiter – eMsa executive Director

EMSA WISHES SEASON’S GREETINGS 
2011 TO ALL OUR STAKEHOLDERS! 

Van roMpuy anD WehrMann to heaD  
eMsa aDMinistratiVe BoarD 

the november Board meeting saw the current chairperson, the 
Dane Jørg hămmer hansen, step down as chair. Mr hammer hansen 
has served as chairperson of the eMsa administrative Board since 
2008. the Board voted in a new chairperson, frans Van rompuy, a 
long-serving board member from Belgium. Mr Van rompuy takes 
up duties as new chairperson on January 1 2012, with a term of 
three years. the november 2011 Board meeting also appointed a 
Deputy chair of the Board, achim Wehrmann of germany, who takes 
over from the previous Deputy chairperson, serghios serghiou, of 
cyprus.  
 

eMsa ManageMent in transition 

november 30 saw the retirement of eMsa’s first ‘captain’, Willem 
de ruiter, who has been executive Director of the agency since it 
began nearly a decade ago. Mr de ruiter was able to provide an 
overview of eMsa’s achievements to date at a special maritime 
conference. as many participants noted at the conference, Mr 
de ruiter ‘will be a tough act to follow’. iMo secretary general 
efthimios Mitropououls praised Mr de ruiter’s ‘vision and foresight 
but also to his immense dedication, firm and unbendable attitude 
and strong determination’. recruitment is now under way for a 
successor. it is expected that the administrative Board will vote on 
a shortlist of proposed candidates during the March 2012 Board 
meeting.  in the meantime leendert Bal – currently head of eMsa’s 
Department c (operations) - has taken over as interim executive 
Director from December 1 2011. Mr Bal will steer the eMsa ship until 
the eD takes over the helm, expected in mid 2012.

a BirD’s eye VieW on Marine pollution: 
aerial surVeillance training
on 21-23 november 2011, eMsa played host to a training course 
on ‘the use of surveillance systems for marine pollution detection 
and assessment – operational aspects’. the course was organised 
by the (tongue-twistingly named) ctg Mppr, or ‘consultative 
technical group for Marine pollution preparedness and response’. 
42 participants from 21 countries attended, most of whom were 
aerial surveillance operators.  presentations and exercises covered: 
assessing volumes of oil, completing pollution reporting forms, and 
types of remote sensing equipment. training was delivered by nine 
external Member states experts, plus eMsa staff. 
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follow eMsa on twitter: simply log on to twitter and choose to follow 
eMsa_lisbon to receive news, job vacancies and new eMsa publications. 
careers: national expert professional trainees (nepts) 2012; traineeships 
2012 
procurement: internet, fixed telephony services and mobile communica-
tions 
communications: Maritime conference - lisbon 11 november 2011
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taking the helm: leendert Bal has emphasised that things are ‘business as 
usual’ for eMsa in the period before a new executive Director is appointed.

on the eMsa WeBsite

frans Van rompuy (left) and achim Wehrmann (right) will head up the 
administrative Board for three years starting in January 2012.

from left: enterprise (Varna, Bulgaria), Monte anaga (algeciras, spain), 
Balluta Bay (Valletta, Malta) and oW copenhagen (copenhagen, Denmark).
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