
Directorate for Maritime Affairs- SAR and maritime traffic office: Hervé METAYER

JOBOURG MRCC : François AMAUDRIC DU CHAFFAUT, head of navigation and pollution surveillance service

CORSEN MRCC: Sébastien LOPEZ, head of navigation and pollution surveillance service

Pilot projet for the facilitation of ship to shore 

reporting
Operational test performed by the MRCC Jobourg and the 

MRCC Corsen as VTS centers.

Feedback on IRD V2.



CROSS JOBOURG ( declared as MRCC- MAS and VTS center )
Pollution monitoring and coordination center in the English Channel in French area of 
competency (EEZ). VTS duties including one Mandatory ship reporting system in the 
Casquet TSS (Mancherep).
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Jobourg MRCC ran an experimental campaign of the IRD v.2 during the month of 

March of 2021. This campaigned aimed at: 

• Quantify the amount of errors in the ISR;

• Determine aspects that, if modified, could make the system even more user 

friendly.

For efficiency purposes this feedback will only focus on elements that are to be 

improved beginning with a quantitative and qualitative analysis. 

That said, elements were pleasantly welcomed by operators are to be noted such 

as: 

• ISRs are easier to read thanks to less abbreviations since the last version;

• ISRs are easy to request;

• Previous MRS are part of the report.

Context and Goals
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Test parameter

ABM : automatic reports on several chosen vessels

IRD set to generate reports for 11 vessels transiting by the MSR system

→ proved to be irrelevant : these vessels didn’t went through Casquet TSS

during the 1 month long test

Manual : request made for particular vessels regarding their position and their 

voyage

Duration of the test : 1 month
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Quantitative feedback

Too many false.

In terms of errors, amongst 162 ISR the accuracy of 5 elements was checked

by comparison to a MANCHEREP that was made previously to the request of

the ISR:

• Type of the ship

• Last port of call

• Next port of call

• ETA

• POB
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Quantitative feedback
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Quantitative feedback

Too many missing Hazmat and bunker details with too many unusable links.

The presence of Hazmat and of Bunker details was also studied such as the link

available that led either to unreadable xml data or to “access denied”. We observed

36% of checked ISRs with Hazmat and only 4% with bunker details.
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Quantitative feedback

During this campaign we noticed elements that, if modified, could make ISRs more 

user friendly such as: 

• Data considered as useless: CSDID, ETD and ATD from previous port of call, 

Position in port of call, Heading

• Redundant data: ShipCallIDDeparture-Arrival / Last-next port of call, Heading / 

True Heading 

• Ambiguous data: replace “port of call” by “last” or “next port of call”.

• Measurement units are missing

• Ship’s type is correct but not accurate, almost always general cargo 

• Loading time to « request ISR » or to access the clickable link when hazmat or 

bunker details are present is long
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Improvement proposal

Structure of the ISR:

• When an information is missing, keep the line and let an empty space;

• Make the ISR more compact, so it would be easier to read without scrolling ; 

• Hazmat and bunker details could be directly in the ISR without having to go 

through a clickable link

• Hazmat and bunker details are not readable under wml format

• Cargo details
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Improvement proposal

Consistency check: 

• When interrogating every databases in order to build the ISR, if the system

comes across different and non coherent information, all the data could be

present in the ISR in red for example to show the coherence conflict.

• If false data is spotted : a feedback tool could be useful (for example a change

in the vessel’s name)

• Prioritize the data check: first look for the HAZMAT and BUNKERS datas in the

national base, then in SSN.



CROSS CORSEN ( declared as MRCC- MAS and VTS center )
Pollution monitoring and coordination center in French area of competency (EEZ). VTS 
duties including one Mandatory ship reporting system in the Ushant TSS (OUESSREP).
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Test parameter

ABM : automatic reports on several chosen vessels

IRD set to generate reports for LNG CARRIER  transiting by the MSR system.

Duration of the test : 1 month
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Quantitative feedback

POSITIVE ASPECTS :

• System extremely easy to operate;

• Manual request is extremely fast;

• Several informations usefull for mandatory reports;

• All requested data can be reviewed in the history menu.
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Difficulty encountered

even if the « request ISR » is possible on name or MMSI or C/S,  

vessel is only available when using IMO number 
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Difficulty encountered

LNG carrier is split between several types :

• Gas Carrier / Tanker cc or not clearly stated. But it seems there is no LNG on 

data bases

Result : ABM alarm based on LNG CARRIER inoperative.



08/04/2021Direction des affaires maritimes 17

Difficulty encountered

Next port of call not alway clear : 
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Difficulty encountered

Acces to HAZMAT , security level or waste details not available in some cases:
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Difficulty encountered

Access to previous MRS limited: 
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Difficulty encountered

Access to previous MRS limited: 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION


