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How a FMC/VMS works?



Malta’s 25 nm Fisheries Management Zone

Introduction of AIS monitoring

With the introduction of the  IMDatE and Automated behaviour monitoring, it has proven very 

Important to Fisheries due to the high level of F/V traffic around / entering 

Malta’ s 25 nm Fisheries Management Zone (FMZ).



ABM SCENARIO 1
ABM / In Area



ABM SCENARIO 3 - Encounter at sea

VMS screen shot showing two BFT auxiliary vessels near one another



ABM SCENARIO 2
Encounter at sea

BFT Towing vessel

AIS track



ABM SCENARIO 2
Encounter at sea cont…

BFT Support Vessel

The support vessel was inspected by Fisheries Officers when it returned and the

master  was questioned why he was alongside XXXX which was a towing  live tuna



ABM - Heading to shore



RISK



Problems encountered with AIS 

ABM – In area

•Unlike the Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) where Fisheries imputes a fishing vessel

particulars in the terminal, such as name and registration.

• For AIS it is different as the owner of the vessel is responsible, so mistakes can happen.

• Also AIS terminals can be manipulated far more easy than VMS.



Thank you, 
Questions?


