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Background

I. Introduction

As a follow up to the WGT 1 held in the Hague on 18th February 2009, EMSA invited the experts participating in the “SSN working group on future developments” to a meeting in Lisbon at EMSA premises. 

Representatives from the United Kingdom, Ireland, the Netherlands, Belgium, Malta, Italy, Germany, Norway, Poland, Denmark and Sweden attended the meeting. The list of participants is attached as Annex 1 and the workshop agenda as Annex 2.

The workshop was chaired by Mr. Lazaros Aichmalotidis (Head of Unit of Vessel C.2 - Traffic and Reporting Services). Mr. Frank Rohling (EMSA/B.2) and Mr. Lorenzo Fiamma (EMSA/C.2), Mr. Philippe Duchesne (EMSA/B.2), Mr. Nikos Panagiotarakis (EMSA/C.2) and Mr. Yann Le Moan (EMSA/C.2) attended on behalf of EMSA. 

All the documentation presented, including power point presentations and this report are available at: https://extranet.emsa.europa.eu/
Workshop Objectives

The objective of the meeting was mainly to finalise the discussions on the content and structure of the new “PortPlus message” to provide the required information to THETIS as required by the recast of the PSC Directive. The specifications will be presented at SSN 11 (11-12th  June) for approval.

Workshop Programme

1. Opening / Introduction (EMSA/LAI)
Mr. Lazaros Aichmalotidis mentioned that the meeting is a follow-up of the one held in The Hague (18th February 2009) and aims to:

· Introduce the specification of the proposed “PortPlus” message

· Agree on the specifications in order to reach a final agreement at SSN 11

· Discuss on the structure of a new XML Reference Guide

2. Approval of the agenda 
The agenda was approved with the addition of new item proposed by NL about the “FAL Directive”.  
3. Analysis of MSs comments (SSN WGT/02/02)
All the comments received by MSs since mid-February (16 items) have been grouped in this document. EMSA’s analysis and comments are inserted.

The discussion focused on the “ShipCallID” and the “Notification Status” element. EMSA explained that the purpose of these attributes is to link the set of message to a dedicated call (ShipCallID) and to ensure the right order of the sequence of messages (UpdateStatus and UpdateMSRefID).

The different ways to implement the ShipCallID evoked. EMSA promoted the implementation at MS level (LCA or NCA) as the simplest way. The new naming convention of the PortPlus message was introduced.

Germany expressed concerns about the workload required (at national level) to implement this message. Also asked legal clarifications about the requirement on the 72h data through SSN. EMSA answered that the SSN group does not consist of PSC experts and follows the business rules adopted by the MAB of Paris MoU. Germany may request changes of the business rules through the MAB.  

4. New structure of the XML Reference Guide (SSN WGT/02/03)
The implementation of the new “PortPlus message” led EMSA to propose a new structure of XML Reference Guide in order to reduce repetition, create a more concise document, and provide a layout for easy access by those with different levels of IT skills.

DK proposed to compare the naming convention with the FAL directive. NL noticed that a graphical presentation associated with the overview (as done in the EDIFACT documents) may be useful.

The WGT2 agreed that EMSA will investigate and if possible add this proposal in the new XML Reference Guide.

5. Definitions of attributes in the PortPlus message (SSN WGT/02/04)
EMSA introduced the new attributes of the PortPlus message (ShipCallID, UpdateStatus, UpdateMSRefID, PortOfCall, possible anchorage etc…). 

NL made remarks concerning some definitions (DT: to add 20 characters and Z, SentAt: to precise the definition, HazmatOnBoardYorN to explain more the purpose, ATAPortOfCall instead of ATA etc). NL requested some clarification regarding the updating procedure of the new message. 

The WGT2 agreed:

a. With the remarks of NL which will be considered in the amended version.
b. EMSA will draft a document presenting the “updating options” in order to decide at SSN 11.
6. Maquette of a data provider application (SSN WGT/02/05)
EMSA presented a Maquette based on 3 scenarios of the PortPlus. The update and cancellation mechanisms were explained.

Member States recognized the benefits of such a tool (Maquette) and suggested to present it at SSN 11 but in a simplified mode.

NL proposed a slight amendment on the notification of the POB attribute (notify the POB before the departure). The proposal was supported by EMSA and the MS. 

The WGT2 agreed that EMSA will draft a document presenting the “POB options” in order to decide at SSN 11.
7. Notification PortPlus Mechanism

EMSA introduced the proposed merged message (72h, 24h, arrival, departure, Hazmat EU departure and Hazmat non EU departure) structure.

Germany suggested handling the ShipCallID as an optional attribute (plan B).

The WGT2 agreed on the proposed mechanism with the exception of Germany.

EMSA invited Germany to send in written an alternative proposal. After sending the documented proposal EMSA should offer to Germany the possibility of a bilateral meeting to further investigate the issue. 

Post meeting EMSA note

Due to the shortage of time EMSA invites Germany to provide their proposal until the 22nd of May and to arrange for a meeting in Germany before SSN 11 (eg 2 or 3 of June).

8. Request/Response mechanism
Norway proposed the request/response mechanism of SSN to be improved in order to allow more flexibility in requesting data. 

EMSA introduced a new mechanism based on a global querying system using attributes (Getdetails) that allow to retrieve a set of information in one query (instead of querying the attributes one by one). The need to improve the mechanism is recognized.

NL suggested studying the possible impact of such a system on the response time of the global system (to avoid increasing the response time which is actually good). This proposal will be introduced to SSN 11 members.
The WGT2 agreed on the concept. 

9. Others

Service Oriented Architecture:

EMSA introduced the idea to have both a SOA and a proprietary based structure in parallel in SSN. This will allow SSN to use the capabilities offered by new technology.

The idea was well accepted, NO find this idea appropriate.

FAL Directive

NL introduces the new FAL directive 2009/05 EC which stipulates (art 6) that SSN would be the platform for exchanging between MS information required by the IMO/FAL forms for a ship arriving or departing from an EU port (eg general info, cargo, ship’s store, crew…), 

EMSA will further investigate the issue.

Workshop Conclusions / Follow-up Actions

The new XML reference guide structure, PortPlus notification, and the new request response mechanism) will be introduced to SSN 11 with the objective to reach an agreement. Then EMSA and the MSs will start the implementation of the PortPlus message.
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DETAILED AGENDA 

OF THE TECHNICAL SSN WORKING GROUP 

14 May 2009 (9:00 – 17:00)

	Topic
	For
	Speaker

	09:00 - 09:15
	Welcome – Registration and Coffee
	
	EMSA

	09.15 - 09.20
	Meeting objectives 
	Info
	EMSA

	09:20 - 09:25
	Approval of the WGT1 workshop report
	Approval
	Participants

	09:25 – 09:30
	Approval of the agenda (SSN WGT/02/01)
	Approval
	Participants

	09.25 – 10:00
	Member States Experts proposals following the 1st WGT meeting. General analysis and comments 

(SSN WGT/02/02)
	Info
	EMSA

Participants

	10:00 - 10:15
	A proposal for a new XML Ref Guide structure                (SSN WGT/02/03)
	Approval
	EMSA

	10.15 – 10.30
	Coffee break
	
	

	10.30 - 11.00
	Definitions of attributes in the PortPlus message                   (SSN WGT/02/04)
	Info
	EMSA

	11.00 – 12.00
	Maquette of a data provider application (SSN WGT/02/05)
	Info
	EMSA

	12.00 – 13.00
	The new XML RefGuide amended with the PortPlus message 1/2 (Notification PortPlus mechanism) 

(SSN WGT/02/06)
	Approval
	EMSA

	13:00 - 14:00
	Lunch break
	
	EMSA

	14:00 – 14:15
	Introduction of a Request/Response mechanism
	Info
	NO

	14.15 – 15:45
	The new XML RefGuide amended with the PortPlus message 2/2 (Request/Response mechanism)

(SSN WGT/02/07)
	Approval
	EMSA

	15:45 – 16:00
	Coffee break
	
	

	16:00 - 16.45
	Discussion / Conclusions
	
	EMSA

Participants

	16.45 - 17.00
	AOB
	
	EMSA

Participants
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