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	Executive summary 
	This document aims to present the issue of the mandatory use of the destination field for all ships carrying AIS. 

	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 3

	Related documents
	No 


1. Introduction
Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden have submitted a common proposal to the IMO NAV Sub-Committee regarding the mandatory use of UN/LOCODE in a standardised way in the AIS destination field. The attached Annex indicates the proposal adopted by IMO . 
2. EMSA ANALYSIS
The use of the UN/LOCODE in the destination field of the on board AIS equipment is outside the scope of SafeSeaNet. However, since the AIS messages are considered as ship notifications messages they are linked to SafeSeaNet and the use of the UN/LOCODE becomes of vital importance. Therefore for the proper function of SafeSeaNet it is necessary to use the UN/LOCODE for entering country and port information in the same way that ports Authorities enter the UN/LOCODE in “port notification” messages. 
The use of the UN/LOCODE for the on board AIS is necessary in order to maintain consistency and to avoid confusion in the interpretation of information entered by mariners and the port Authorities.

3. ACTION REQUIRED

The Members State participants are invited to note the above and to inform accordingly the shipping industry. 
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