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	Executive summary 
	This paper reports the outcome of work already carried out by the by correspondence in the group of States that had agreed a similar project in the Baltic Region.

	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 3.

	Related documents
	STIRES 8/MED/8


1. Introduction

A pilot project for the MED AIS was proposed, with the overall objective of improving ship data through validation of AIS information against a reference database of national/central sources with the objectives of:

· Identifying a proper mechanism for exchanging e.g. ship particulars, stored in the national registries with a central vessel utilised by the AIS MED and/or STIRES application.

· Making a proof of concept and benefit analysis for utilising the information extracted; and

· Investigating how the regional AIS servers and/or STIRES could be superimposed with information stored in other databases utilised at national level.
The group agreed that EMSA would report the outcome of work already progressing by correspondence in the group of States that had agreed a similar project in the Baltic Region.

2. HELCOM correspondence Group on AIS data validation
The 21st meeting of the HELCOM EWG held in Gdynia, Poland, on 27-28 October 2010 discussed the issue and the progress made. The HELCOM AIS EWG established a “Correspondence Group for AIS Data Validation” (hereinafter ‘CG’) with the aim at further elaborating the proposal made by EMSA for a pilot project on AIS data validation against reference data.

Representatives from Denmark, Finland, Norway, Poland and Sweden were nominated by the respective countries to participate in the CG.

Below there are summarised the main steps of the work done by the CG:

· 19/2009 AIS EWG (1-2 Oct 2009) – EMSA proposed a pilot project between the Baltic Sea Member States and the Agency for the validation of AIS data using SSN reference registry;

· 21 Oct 2009 – MS nominated their representatives in the Correspondence Group;

· 26 Nov 2009 - Terms of Reference for the CG drafted by EMSA and distributed to the CG members for comments;

· 8 Feb 2010 – Proof-of-Concept paper drafted by EMSA and distributed along with a revised version of the ToR to the CG members for feedback. No feedback or comments were received.

· 24 Feb 2010 – Reminder for Proof-of-Concept paper and revised version of the ToR to the CG members for feedback. No feedback was received.

· 5 Mar 2010 – CG report to 20/2010 AIS EWG (Copenhagen, 17-18 Mar 2010). ToR was not approved, nor further actions were taken. The AIS EWG decided the CG to further work under EMSA coordination and report at 21/2010 AIS EWG (Oct 2010);

· 22 Mar 2010 – EMSA provided the AIS EWG participants with the CG report (ToR plus revised PoC paper) for feedback. No feedback or comments were received.

· Sep 2010 – EMSA provided a draft about the data verification and validation rules currently enforced in the SSN reference vessel registry to the CG participants for comments and feedback. No feedback or comments were received.

The summary above shows the lack of participation in the Correspondence Group, probably due to other priorities. EMSA would continue to work on the pilot project as initially proposed at the 19/2009 meeting; however, at this stage there is no interest to continue the work of the CG.

The HELCOM EWG agreed to discontinue the Correspondence Group and noted that EMSA will continue the work on the validation of AIS data using SSN reference registry. 

3. 
Action required

Participating Countries are required to note the above information.
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