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Code of  

Good Practice for PSCOs 
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Requirement for a Code 

Ensuring that 
these ships 

meet 
international 

safety, 
security and 

environmental 
standards, 

and that 
crewmembers 

have adequate 
living and 

working 
conditions 

Standards 

Annually, over 
18000 

inspections 
were 

conducted on 
board foreign 

ships in the 
Paris MOU 

ports, 

(Today more 
than 20000) 

Industry 

To create a 
harmonized 

system of ship 
inspection 
aimed at 

eliminating 
sub-standard 

shipping 

Paris MOU 
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Objective of the Code 

To help 
PSCOs to 
conduct 

inspections to 
the highest 
professional 

level 

PSCOs are 
the tool for 

achieving the 
aims of the 

Paris 
MoU/PSC 

PSCOs are 
the daily 

contact with 
the industry 

Acting 
professionally 
gives greater 
credibility to 
PSCOs and 

their findings 



4 

 Code of good Practice for PSCOs 
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• Standard of behaviour expected from PSCOs 

– act within the law 

– follow government rules 

– act in a fair, open, impartial and consistent 
manner 
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Actions and Behaviour 

 

 

Professional judgement in carrying out duties  

 

Respect 
 

• Do not be prejudiced by the race, religion or 
nationality of the crew 

 

• Respect the authority of the Master 
 

• Be polite but professional and firm as required 
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Conduct of inspection 
 

• Comply with all health, safety and security 
requirements 
 

• Apply the procedures of PSC and the Convention 
requirements consistent and professional, but 
pragmatic 
 

• Explain the reason for the inspection, but do not 
reveal the identity of a person making a 
complaint 

Actions and Behaviour 
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Disagreements 
 

• Deal with any disagreement calmly and patiently 
 

• Advise the master of the complaints procedure if 
the disagreement cannot be resolved within a 
reasonable time 
 

• Advise the Master of the review procedure as well 
as the national right of appeal in the case of 
detention 

Actions and Behaviour 
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Impartiality 

 
 

• Be independent and do not have any commercial 
interest in the ports and ships inspected or 
companies providing services in that port. 

 
 

• Be free to make decisions based on the findings 
of the inspection and not on any commercial 
considerations of the port. 

Actions and Behaviour 
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Impartiality (cont.) 
 

• Firmly refuse any attempts of bribery and report 
any case to the competent authority 
 

• Not misuse their authority for gain 

 

Updating knowledge 
 

• Update you technical knowledge regularly 
     

Actions and Behaviour 
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Actions and Behaviour 

 

    IF YOU FOLLOW THE CODE YOU WILL ACT AS  

    A TRUE PROFESSIONAL !!!! 
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What equipment, including personal equipment, to take  
on board? 

 

• Individual Protective Equipment for the PSCOs 
(Helmet, Ear defenders, Jacket, Safety shoes, 
Gloves etc.)  

• Overall, plus High Visibility marks; 

• Mobile phone (attention on tankers etc.);  

• Hammer  

• ID 

• Torch 

• Camera 
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Pre-inspection process  

Additionally may be: 

• Gas detector for the entry of enclosed spaces,  

    (e.g. ballast tanks – CO2 / O2); 

• Explosion meter; 

• VHF radio for drills and for contact ashore; 

• Lifejacket if boarding at an anchorage ; 

• Laptop (or hard copies for reporting and of specific 
requirements in case the  laptop is not permitted to be 
taken on the terminal site or perhaps in the event of 
breakdown of the laptop); 
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