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European Maritime Safety Agency 

 

 

 

IMO and EU 
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EU and maritime 
transport 

IMO and EU 

EU in IMO 

 
       Importance of EU maritime transport in Europe 
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70.000 Km of 
coastlines 
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22 EU MS’s are coastal 
States, except: 
 
• Austria 
• Czech Republic 
• Hungary 
• Luxembourg 
• Slovakia 
 

25 EU MS’s have a fleet 
except: 
 
• Czech Republic 
• Hungary  

Importance of EU maritime transport 
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Source: IHS Fairplay 

Importance of EU maritime transport 
 

~25 % of WT registered 
under EU flag and 40% of 
world fleet controlled by EU 
shipping companies 

90% of external trade 
and 40% of internal 
trade is carried by sea  

3.5 billion tonnes of cargo 
and 400 million passengers 
are passing through EU ports per 
year  

350.000 jobs in ports and 
related services 
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Risk of maritime accidents in 
European waters 

Torrey Canyon - 1967 Europe 

Amoco Cadiz - 1978 Europe 

Atlantic Empress - 1979 Carribean 

Exxon-Valdez - 1989 USA 

Haven - 1991 Europe 

Aegean Sea - 1992 Europe 

Braer - 1993 Europe 

Estonia - 1994 Europe 

Nakhodka – 1997 Japan 

Erika - 1999 Europe 

Prestige - 2002 Europe 
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1978  

Amoco Cadiz 
220.000t of oil 
spill 

1994 

Estonia 
Loss of 852 lives 

1987 

Herald of Free Enterprise  
Loss of 193 lives 

First set  

of actions 

1978-1992 

 

1993 

 

Safety of 

passenger 

ships 

1993-2001 

 

Promoting safety and  

quality shipping 

1995-1999 

 

Common policy 

on safe sea 

2000-2004 

 

Promoting safe sea 

Erika I and II 

2005-2009 

 

Third 

maritime 

safety 

package 

1999 

Erika 
10000t of heavy 
fuel oil spill 

1991 

Haven 
15000t of 
oil spill 

2002 

Prestige 
20 millions 
gallons of 

oil spill 

Maritime accidents and EU legislation 
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Technical Body 

World-wide 

Ships on international voyages 
only 

Consensus 

Political dimension 

Regional 

Ships on international  
and national voyages 

 

Qualified Majority Voting 
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IMO - EU 
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IMO - EU 

Many guidelines 
recommendations 

 

 

Totally dependent 
on contracting 
Parties for the 
enforcement 

Binding for EU 
MS’s and their 
citizens 

 

Effective tools for 
controlling the 
implementation 

IM
O

 

E
U
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IMO - EU 

170 
Supervision 

VIMSAS 

Follow-up  

(?) 

27 + 2 
Supervision 

EU 
Commission 

Infringement 

procedure 
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Implementing  
global rules not 
yet in force 

 

AFS  Convention 

Reg. 782/2003 

Non-binding 
rules, binding in 
EU 

 

BLU Code 

Dir. 2001/96/EC 

Improvement of 
global rules 

 

Port Reception 
Facilities 

Dir. 2000/59/EC 

Different EU rules 

 

Double Hulls 

Reg. 417/2002 
as amended 
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IMO - EU 

         Filling the gaps of the international regime by: 
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EU in IMO 

IMO: Good Job 
in favour of  
maritime 
transport 

International 
nature of 

shipping and 
need of 

UNIFORM rules 

Need to be 
proactive in IMO 
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 25% World tonnage 

• 25% IMO budget 

• 16% IMO membership 

• 25% IMO participation 

• 35% chairs of 
(S)C’tee/WG 

• 36% IMO submissions 

NO status 
at the IMO 
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EU in IMO 

EU Commission 
Representative 

to IMO 

Mr. Koopmans 

The Netherlands 

EU 
Commission 
consultative 
status with 

IMO 

EU Co-
ordination 

Process 

Gentlemen agreement 

No mandatory procedure 

Competence 

EU 

Mixed 

Members States 
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EU 
competence 

EU position 
QMV/minority 

stay silent 
Mandatory  

MS 
competence 

Coordinated 
position 

Consensus/opt 
out for a few 

Voluntary  

Mixed 
competence 

Common 
position 

Consensus  
“ad hoc” 
approach 
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ANY QUESTION? 


