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Workshop Report
11th LRIT NCA meeting
Held in Lisbon on
6 May 2015

Date: 01 June 2015


Background
The meeting was opened and chaired by Mr Lazaros Aichmalotidis, Head of Unit for Information Services/Operational Management. Mr Sandro Nuccio represented the European Commission (DG MOVE).
Delegations from Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom attended the meeting, and also representatives of CLS and the European Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA).
The list of participants is attached in Annex 1, and a list of distributed documents is included in Annex 2. All LRIT workshop documentation can be found at the EMSA LRIT Extranet. The area is accessible via the following link:
https://extranet.emsa.europa.eu/
Workshop Programme
I. Introduction
Opening
The chairman welcomed the participants and noted the main workshop objectives as follows:
Update Member States (MS) on the performance and operations of the IDE and EU LRIT Cooperative Data Centre (LRIT CDC) and use since the last meeting.
Present the outcomes of the meeting of the International Maritime Organization Sub-Committee on Navigation, Communications and Search and Rescue (NCSR2).
Present a proposal from Italy concerning LRIT reporting rate.
Approval of the agenda
The agenda was adopted without changes and is included in Annex 3.
Minutes of previous meeting (Workshop 10) and follow-up actions
The chairman recalled that the minutes of the previous meeting were distributed to the group on 8 December 2014 and that no comments were received. In accordance with the terms of reference for the LRIT group, the minutes are approved.
II. Performance Use and Status of the EU LRIT CDC
11.2.1 Performance and use of the system
EMSA presented an overview of the performance, use and status of the EU LRIT CDC and Ship Database (DB) during the fourth quarter of 2014 (4Q2014) and the first quarter of 2015 (1Q2015).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Greece expressed their concerns about the methodology used by EMSA for the statistics on ship reporting questioning why stopped on board terminals were included in the statistics.
Finland noted that the on board terminals of some of their ships have been stopped for over three years, while the ships have been laid-up. However, since the shipowners are unknown, and considering that they are registered under the Finnish flag, it is preferable not to remove them from the Ship DB.
EMSA recalled the group that LRIT is a stabilised service, with around 9000 ships and an integration degree of 97% and that the interest of LRIT is to track ships engaged in voyages. EMSA invited MS to follow the agreed standing orders/procedures established and to delegate the monitoring of their fleets to EMSA. In addition, EMSA stated that MSs should use the User Web Interface (UWI) for checking the reporting status of their fleet.
The LRIT group noted the information provided and agreed that:
EMSA will present the reporting statistics with and without stopped ships (Action point 1).
MSs interested in delegating the monitoring of their fleets to EMSA are invited to send an email to the MSS (Action point 2).
MSs should follow the appropriate procedures in Technical Note 8 to reduce the percentage of ships not integrated (Action point 3).
11.2.2 System maintenance and on-going development
EMSA presented an overview of the recent and future developments in LRIT, provided information on the trainings carried-out in 2014 and planned for 2015, and also reported the results of the IMSO audits. A proposal for making the meetings documents available for download in the public LRIT area and only sensitive documents to be placed at the extranet (password protected area) was presented. EMSA also informed the meeting participants that Montenegro had joined the EU LRIT CDC in January 2015 with five ships.
Germany asked why the ship type is included in the LRIT messages and noted their reservation regarding the use of the LRIT network for other purposes such as E-navigation and distribution of maritime information. EMSA noted that these issues should be discussed at MSC 95 (2-12 June 2015) and fall outside the remit of the LRIT group.
Portugal stated that they cannot pre-register ships in the LRIT Ship Database, if the associated IMO number is already used in this application by another flag State.
The LRIT group noted the information provided and agreed that:
MSs should check and remove accounts not being used from the EU LRIT CDC and Ship DB. In the case of the Ship DB, an email should be sent to the MSS as this can only be performed by EMSA (Action point 4).
MSs interested in LRIT trainings should send an email to the MSS (Action point 5).
EMSA will make the meetings documents available on the EMSA website in the public LRIT area. Only technical and confidential documents will remain in the EMSA Extranet (Action point 6).
EMSA will further investigate why ships already registered to a flag State in the LRIT Ship Database cannot be pre-registered under another flag (Action point 7).
III. Feedback from LRIT users
11.3.1 Presentation from EFCA/MARSURV service
EFCA presented a brief description of their activities and of the EU common fisheries policy. It was also shown that the MARSURV service is supporting EFCA in their daily activities, namely by providing access to other position data sources (i.e. terrestrial AIS, satellite AIS and LRIT). The importance of LRIT was emphasized in particular for:
Real time monitoring.
Cross checking and mapping of transport and transhipment activities.
Validation of export/export of fisheries products.
Targeting of possible non-compliance.
To a question of Ireland, EFCA clarified that they do not use EQUASIS to look at the vessel history.
Portugal questioned if EFCA also track the factory ships that sometimes stay alongside the fishing vessels. EFCA answered that they are monitoring all the movements but within their mandate.
The LRIT group noted the information provided.
11.3.2 LRIT reporting rate for ships entering a pre-defined area, for monitoring illegal migration
Italy presented the user needs for having an automatic change of reporting rate of LRIT ships in pre-defined areas.
EMSA noted that in the past a similar request was made by EUNAVFOR, and a change was implemented whereby the ship reporting rate was automatically switched from 6 hours to 1 hour for ships entering the sensitive area monitoring (SAM). EMSA also indicated that currently the automatic reporting change and setting of polygons is only possible for administrators, so the request in this presentation is to allow end-users to make their own change.
The LRIT group agreed with the request presented by Italy for implementing in the EU LRIT CDC the possibility of automatic change of the reporting rate in areas defined by end-users (Action point 8). This proposal will also be presented at HLSG 13.
IV. IMO-IMSO activity
11.4.1 Outcome of the NSCR2
EMSA presented a summary of the results of the NSCR2. The following topics were discussed with regards to the operation of the LRIT system:
Use of coastal State standing orders to request LRIT information based on flag and type of ship 
information added into the Receipt Messages (ship not responding) 
Processing of custom coastal areas and coastal State standing orders from DCs.
Use of the existing SAR SURPIC request message for coastal State requests.
The LRIT group noted the information provided.
11.4.2 Guidance to SAR services in relation to requesting and receiving LRIT information (MSC.1/Circ.1338/Rev.1)
EMSA presented the amendments to MSC.1/Circ.1338 Guidance to SAR services in relation to requesting and receiving LRIT information to/from a supporting DC, endorsed by MSC 94th.
The LRIT Group noted the information provided and agreed that MSs interested in having a supporting DC for their SAR services, in case the EU CDC is temporarily out of service, should take the appropriate actions defined in MSC.1/Circ.1338/Rev.1 (Action point 9).
11.4.3 A future for historical LRIT data (JRC presentation for IMO MSC 95)
The Commission introduced the future for historical LRIT data based on a presentation that JRC prepared for MSC 95.
The LRIT group noted the information provided.
V. Operation and Maintenance of the IDE
23.6.1 Service operation and maintenance, and other related activities
EMSA presented the LRIT IDE service status. The performance of the LRIT IDE fulfilled IMO requirements and no relevant incidents were recorded. It was also noted that regular exercises are conducted on the LRIT IDE DevTest to ensure the continuity of the service. EMSA reported about the on-going software maintenance and testing activities as well.
The LRIT group noted the information provided.
Workshop Conclusions/Follow-up Actions
The workshop conclusions and follow-up actions have been noted in the relevant paragraphs of the minutes, and a summary of the follow-up actions can also be found in Annex 4.
The provisional date for LRIT 12 is 15 October 2015, with SSN 24 on the same day and IMDatE on 16 October. The final dates will be confirmed in the invitation letters.
Annexes
Annex 1 – Attendance List
Annex 2 – List of LRIT 11 documents
Annex 3 – Meeting agenda
Annex 4 – List of action items from LRIT 11 meeting
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	EMSA staff

	S/N
	Last
Name
	First Name
	E-mail

	1
	AICHMALOTIDIS
	Lazaros
	Lazaros.AICHMALOTIDIS@emsa.europa.eu

	2
	GUIDA
	Vincent
	Vincent.GUIDA@emsa.europa.eu

	3
	MOLERO
	Diego
	Diego.MOLERO@emsa.europa.eu

	4
	FERNANDES
	Rute
	Rute.FERNANDES@emsa.europa.eu








Annex 2 – List of 11th LRIT NCA meeting documents


I. Introduction

LRIT 11.1.1: Detailed Agenda
LRIT 11.1.2: 10th LRIT minutes and follow up actions


II. Performance, Use and Status of the EU LRIT DC

LRIT 11.2.1: Performance and use of the system
LRIT 11.2.2: System maintenance and on-going development


III. Feedback from LRIT users

LRIT 11.3.1: Presentation EFCA / MARSURV service*
LRIT 11.3.2: LRIT reporting rate for ships entering in a pre-defined area for monitoring illegal migration


IV. IMO-IMSO activity

LRIT 11.4.1: Outcome from the NCSR2*
LRIT 11.4.2: Guidance to SAR services in relation to requesting and receiving LRIT information (MSC.1/Circ.1338/Rev.1)


V. Operation and Maintenance of the IDE

LRIT 11.5.1: Service operation and maintenance, and other related activities


V. Any Other Business




* Documents distributed in PowerPoint format.
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Annex 4 – List of action items from the 11th LRIT NCA meeting


	Action Point
	Topic and Action
	Resp.

	1
	EMSA will present the reporting statistics with and without stopped ships.
	EMSA

	2
	MSs interested in delegating the monitoring of their fleets to EMSA are invited to send an email to the MSS (MaritimeSupportServices@emsa.europa.eu).
	MS

	3
	MSs should follow the appropriate procedures in Technical Note 8 to reduce the percentage of ships not integrated.
	MS

	4
	MSs should check and remove accounts not being used from the EU LRIT CDC and Ship DB. In the case of the Ship DB, an email should be sent to the MSS as this can only be performed by EMSA.
	MS

	5
	MSs interested in LRIT trainings to send an email to the MSS (MaritimeSupportServices@emsa.europa.eu).
	MS

	6
	EMSA to make the meetings documents available on the EMSA website in the public LRIT area. Only technical and confidential documents will remain in the EMSA Extranet.
	EMSA

	7
	EMSA to further investigate why ships already registered in a country in the LRIT Ship Database cannot be pre-registered under another country.
	EMSA

	8
	EMSA to implement in the EU LRIT CDC the possibility of automatic change of the reporting rate in areas defined by end-users.
	EMSA

	9
	MSs interested in having a supporting DC for their SAR services, in case the EU CDC is temporarily out of service, should take the appropriate actions defined in MSC.1/Circ.1338/Rev.1.
	MS
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