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Content of the presentation on EU institutions and
the EU legislative process

European Union Member States - Introduction
to the EU

Main EU B
Institutions

Moa
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A bit of History
1952 1958

The European Steel and Coal Community The treaties of Rome:
The European Economic Community (EEC)
The European Atomic Energy Community
RATOM)

1987
The European Single Act
the Single Market

1993

Treaty of European Union
Trealy of Nice — Maastricht

MMSA

Enlargement: from six to 27
countries

1981

1952 = 1973

1990 o 1995 < 2004

1993 1999 o) 2008

Treaty of eatyol Treaty of Nice

Maastricht Amsterdam
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Treaty of Lisbon

M—MSA

The Lisbon treaty - taking Europe

The Treaty makes the European Union:
More efficient Simpler processes, full-time president
for the Council, etc.
More democratic Stronger role for the European Parliament _

and par itizens I ',
Charter of Fundamental Rights, etc.

More transparent Clarifies who does what, greater public access
to documents and meetings, etc.

More united on High Representative for Foreign Policy, etc.
the world stage

More secure New pos: ities to fight climate change
and terrorism, secure energy supplies, etc.

_‘—_




EU
Institutions

/54

Key players

The European Parliament

- voice of the people
Martin Schulz, President of
of the European Parliament

The European council and
the council of Ministers

- voice of the Member States
Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council

The European Commission

- promoting the common interest
José Manuel Barroso, President
of the European Commission

MMSA

The EU institutions

European Council (summit)
European Council of Ministers
N (Council of the EU) European Commission -

Court of
Justice

Court of

Auditors Comi

Economic and Social
mitte

Committee o the Regions |

European Investment Bank European Central Bank
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European Council

Summit of heads of state and government of all EU countries

» Held at least 4 times a year
» Sets the overall guidelines for EU policies
» President: Herman Van Rompuy

Composed by the Head of EU Governments plus the President of
the EU Commission

.“ Presidency full time (2 years and half)

MMSA

Council of Ministers - voice of the
member states

» One minister from each EU country

» Presidency: rotates every six months

» Decides EU laws and budget together
with Parliament

» Manages the common foreign and
security policy

» International Agreements with Third

ountries/I0s
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M—MSA

Council of Ministers — number of votes per country

Germany, France, Italy and the United Kingdom 29
Spain and Poland 27

Romania 14

Netherlands 13

Belgium, Czech Republic, Greece, Hungary and Portugal 12 _
Austria, Bulgaria and Sweden o

Denmark, Ireland, Lithuania, Slovakia and Finland 7

Estonia, Cyprus, Latvia, Luxembourg and Slovenia a

Maita 3

Total: 345

“Qualified majority” needed for many decisions:
255 votes and a majority of member states

From 2014: 55% of the Member States with 65% of the population
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Council of the European Union
WORKING PROCEDURES

E ' ) Moa f

eDivided into Groups
(i.e. Shipping
Working Party)

* Made by Officials
from the National
administration,
assists the COREPER

Working
Parties

*Prepare the work of
the Council

*Composed by Head of
Perm Reps

COREPER

e composed by relevant
Ministers (i.e.
Ministers for
Transport)

* Adopts the acts of

the Council

Presidency assisted by the
Secretariat  General  which
prepares and ensures the smooth
functioning of the Council's works

Catherine Ashton

Double hat: chairs the Foreign Affairs
Council meetings + Vice-president of
the European Commission

Manages the common foreign and
security policy -

Head of European External Action
Service
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The European Parliament - voice of
the people

» Decides EU laws and budget together with Council of Ministers
» Democratic supervision of all the EU’s work

Number of members elected in each country (January 2012)

| Austria 1) Finland 13

Romania 33

Belgium 22 m 74 Lithuania 12 m s
[uigaria £ Germany 99 [[HEEE 6 Slovenia s
Cyprus s | Greece 2] Malta 6 | spain 2]

| czecn 22 Hungary PPN ctheris 26 Sweden 20
penmark 13 a2 Poland 51 =T 72
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The European political parties

Number of seats in the European Parliament
per political group (January 2012)

Alliance of Liberals and

Demacras o Europe . m
o

European People’s Party

Greens/European Free Alliance
58 (Christian Democrats)

Progressive Alliance of Socilists and
Demacrats
190
European United
Left - Nordic Green Left E—

3 Total : 753

European Conservatives
and Reformists

53
Europe o Freedom
and Democracy
4 3

Non-attached
members 30

(22) Parli y-C

ittees (€.« TRAN, ENVI..)

Euroop ) n Maritime

European Parliament
MAIN RESPONSIBILITIES

Legislative powers
Shared with the Council
(Ordinary legislative procedure, ex CO-DECISION)

" Budgetary powers
Budgetary authority together with the Council

s

The European Commission —
promoting the common interest

27 independent members,
one from each EU country

» Proposes new legislation

» Executive organ

» Guardian of the treaties

» Represents the EU on the international stage
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Commission employs about 23000 permanent
civil servants and 11 000 temporary or
contract workers

Other EU institutions: about 10 000 employed

» Permanent civil servants

» by open

» Come from all EU countries

) Salaries decided by law

» EU administration costs €15 per EU citizen per year

154 )

European Court of Justice

one
398° WS Ensures EU
21 3:; N countries
£x0 apply EU

laws in the
same wa

Challenges,
interprets
and enforces
EU
legislation

l'_MSA

European Court of Justice
Letter of Infringement Proceeding
formal notice

Reasoned
opinion
asking MS to
take
corrective )
action If no action
is taken,
Case is
referred to
the Court

Judgement
of the Court

Monetary
sanctions if
MS does not
comply with

Court’s
Judgement
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The European Court of Auditors:
getting value for your money

Moacriti s afet

27 independent members

» Checks that EU funds
| are used properly

M54

The European Central Bank:
managing the euro

Moariti s afet

» Ensures price stability

» Controls money supply and am
decides interest rates

» Works independently from
governments

Mario Draghi
President of the Central Bank

M"MSA

The European Economic and Social Committee:
voice of civil society

Moariti s afet
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The Committee of the Regions:
voice of local government

» Pr es the i I of local
government in EU matters A

T

legislative
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Principle of Conferral
*The EU shall act only within

the limits of the powers
conferred upon it by the

Treaty m

Principle of ! Principle of

Subsidiarity Proportionality

*The EU acts only if objectives «EU action shall not go beyond
cannot be attained ted “ what is necessary to achieve
sufficiently at MS level or the objectives of this Treaty
could be better attained at
EU level l
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Treaties as amended

— Primary Legislation — Annexe: protocols
Accession Treaties

Regulations
Directives
Decisions
Recommendations and Opinions

— Secondary Legislation

[ Acts within CFSP and JHA

| | International Agreements
to which EU is part

Community Acquis

— ECJ Case-law

4o f ) Moaritim s afety

Ordinary Legislative Procedure

Ordinary
European legislative

Parliament plus procedure
Council

(ex Co-decision)

Nearly all EU policy areas, including maritime transport

&yse

“Ordinary Legislative Procedure”

28 Oct 2010
Legislative
proposal
COM(2010)0611

published

Oct 2011

Committee

report for
Plenary

15 Dec 2011

Decision by Parliament,
19 reading/single reading

Amendments to
EMSA mother
Regulation
1406/2002
Awaiting Council 15t

reading position

10


Videos EU institutions/Making EU Law - The EU Legislation Tracker Infographic_ Six Pack.mp4
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2010/0303(COD)
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“(NEW) COMITOLOGY”"
L

EP and Council may
delegate post-

legislative powers to
the COM

Quasi-legislative powers
[

Implementing Acts
(Art. 291 TFEU),
giving effect to EU
legislation

Delegated Acts (Art. 290 TFEU)-
/Amend non- i

elements of EU legislation

I—I—I

NO Comitology

EP and Council’s

COM’s draft Possibility to

but COM assisted right to &
. submitted to refer to Appeal
by aGr:-oEl)l(:ert Olg:gé;??nke Comitology Committee

/54

E ' ) Moarit f

COSS- Committee on Safe Seas and the

Prevention of Pollution from ships
established by Regulation 2099/2002/EC

Centralises tasks of ) Assist/advises COM on

existing committees set ¥ maritime safety, ship-source m
up by EU maritime safety pollution and living/working
legislation conditions

Accelerates the incorporation
of international rules into EU
legislation by allowing Conformity Check
amendments to procedure

international rules to
apply directly |
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