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	Executive summary 
	Due to the recast PSC Directive, new information has to be notified to SSN and then new rules have to be implemented at SSN and MS’s systems level.
This documents aims to introduce the impacts of the “PortPlus implementation” (Notification and Request/Response) at MS and SSN level.



	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 5

	Related documents
	a. SSN 11.3.3 PortPlus definitions and rules

b. SSN 11.3.5 New XML Reference guide amended with the PortPlus message (Notification PortPlus mechanism)

c. SSN 11.3.6  New XML Reference guide amended with the PortPlus message (Request/Response mechanism)


1. INTRODUCTION

The recast PSC Directive requires a new set of notifications to be provided and therefore new rules in SSN and MS information systems to be adopted. The proposed answer to those requirements is the “Portlus” message which merges 72h, 24h, Arrival, Departure, HAZMAT non-EU  and HAZMAT EU information notifications within a single message framework.

To link together those notifications and to make sure on the sequence these messages will be received and treated by SSN, specific attributes and business rules have to be implemented at SSN and MS level as well. 

This documents aims to introduce the impacts of the “PortPlus implementation” (Notification and Request/Response) at MS and SSN level.

2. The new messaging picture and business rules

a) New messaging picture

The table below introduces the current notification messaging situation on the left-hand side, while on the right-hand side the new messaging picture after the implementation of the PortPlus message.

	Notification Today
	Notifcation from 01/01/2011

	Port
	24h prior
	X
	72h prior
	X
	PortPlus

	
	
	
	24h prior
	X
	

	
	
	
	Arrival
	X
	

	
	
	
	Departure
	X
	

	HAZMAT
	
	X
	HAZMAT non-EU
	X
	

	
	
	
	HAZMAT EU
	X
	

	Ship
	
	X
	
	X
	Ship

	Incident
	
	X
	
	X
	Incident


Table: SSN current and future messaging structure

Member States and SafeSeaNet core applications should be adapted to support the new messaging picture made possible through the adoption of the PortPlus message.

b) New attributes
The implementation of two critical attributes will impact on MS and SSN systems' applications, since for SafeSeaNet they are completely new rules. 
ShipCallID:

This attribute should be implemented at MS level, to link all the notifications related to the same ship call and provided through the PortPlus message. A “business rule” agreed by the MAB of the Paris MoU raises the importance of such a mechanism to be introduced in the set of notifications related to a call.

Update Status:

This attribute (possible values “N” for New and “U” for Update) should be also implemented at MS level and aims to keep in SSN the right sequence of the incoming PortPlus notifications by:

· declaring the first notification related to a call as New (N) , 

· marking any subsequent notification related to the same ship call as an Update (U) of the initial one, to the scope of adding other information and/or correcting eventually the data already provided. The use of a further dedicated attribute (UpdateMSRefID) allows referring to the message to be updated.

c) Impact at MS level

Two possible situations may be envisaged:

MSs developed the PortPlus message within the due timeframe

MS have to update or adapt their information system to comply with the new attributes and business rules in order to comply with both the VTMIS and the recast PSC Directives.

MS not ready on 1st January 2011

Those MS which will not implement the required changes in their applications in due time, will still comply with Directive 2002/59/EC requirements (with existing Port and HAZMAT notifications) but will not cope with the recast PSC Directive new provisions (notifications of 72h pre arrival, ATA and ATD information).
3. Request/Response mechanism

Since the structure of both SSN-EIS and MSs messaging applications' structures should be amended, the moment is considered mature enough also to redefine and enhance the current Request/Response mechanism.

A more complete set of query based on a specific set of attributes (GetDetails...) is proposed. It will permit to retrieve a full set of information available in the PortPlus message (72h, 24h, ATA, ATD, HAZMAT), rather than the information related to a single message through a much more limited mechanism as made today.

This new mechanism moves SSN and MS applications toward a more operational system.

Impact at MS level 

Two possible situations may be envisaged:

MS developed the new Request/Response mechanism

Member States willing to adopt the enhanced Req/Resp mechanism in their national system will be required to develop a new Request/Response XML application.

MS not implemented the new Request/Response mechanism

In this case the former querying system will be still available but would not allow the same level of detailed information to be retrieved.

4. Conclusion

Generally, there might be three different situations, depending upon the level of implementation by MSs of the new notification and request/response XML mechanisms:

a) fully compliant with both the notification and the request/response XML specifications;

b) fully compliant only with the XML specifications related  to the notification part, through the implementation of the PortPlus message, without changing the current XML querying application; or

c) non compliant with the new XML technical specifications, neither for the notification part, nor for the req&resp one.

Although it is clear that those MSs as per points a) and b) above will comply with the notification obligations provided by enforcing both the VTMIS and PSC Directives, however it should be recognised that only those fully implementing the PortPlus-related technical specifications (notification and req&resp XML compliant) - as per point a) - will be capable to exploit completely the enhanced functionalities comprised along the implementation  of the PortPlus message. 
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