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	Executive summary 
	The recast Port State Control directive includes new notification requirements from member States.
This paper gives a first overview and analysis of the new requirements.


	Action to be taken
	The Member State participants are invited to take note of the paper and comment as appropriate. (As in paragraph 4)

	Related documents
	PSC recast Directive 



1. INTRODUCTION
The recast Directive on Port State Control (PSC), in the version under consideration by the EU Parliament in second reading, obliges MSs to provide information on actual times of arrival and departure of ships through SSN and forward pre-arrival information to the PSC authority.
This information will be used by THETIS, the future PSC inspection database, to facilitate operational support including targeting of ships by the competent authority of member States, as well as to manage the fair share of inspections amongst member States.
Requirements as per recast PSC Directive
The latest text of the Directive (with references to an amended Directive 2002/59) includes the following:

Article 23-1a.: “Member States shall take the appropriate measures to ensure that the information on the actual time of arrival and the actual time of departure of any ship calling at their ports and anchorages, together with an identifier of the port concerned, is transferred within a reasonable time to the inspection database through the Community maritime information exchange system "SafeSeaNet" referred to in Article 3(s) of Directive 2002/59/EC."
Article 8-1.: “The operator, agent or master of a ship which (…) is eligible for an expanded inspection and bound for a port or anchorage of a Member State, shall notify its arrival in accordance with the provisions laid down in Annex III.”

Annex III: “The information (…) shall be submitted to the port authority or body or to the authority or body designated for that purpose at least three days before the expected time of arrival in the port or before leaving the previous port if the voyage is expected to take fewer than three days”
Article 8-2.: “On receipt of the notification referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article and in Article 4 of Directive 2002/59/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 June 2002 establishing a Community vessel traffic monitoring and information system, the port authority or body or the authority or body designated for that purpose shall forward such information to the competent authority.”

Article 8-4.: “The procedures and formats developed by Member States for the purposes of Annex III shall comply with the relevant provisions laid down in Directive 2002/59/EC regarding ships' notifications."
Note: “competent authority” stands for the PSC authority.

2. EMSA Analysis

Considering provisions in the directive:

a) MSs should provide to THETIS, through SSN:

a) 3-day pre-arrival information for ships eligible to expanded inspection (ANNEX III) with content similar to the content of the ship notifications of SSN (article 8.4) 
b) 24h pre-arrival information (the information included in the current port notifications of SSN) (article 8-2)

c) Information on each arrival and departure of ships from their ports and anchorages (article 23)

b) THETIS should forward the information provided via SSN to the PSC authorities
Information on arrivals 
Notification of arrivals should at least contain the Actual Time of Arrival (ATA), port of call and whether the call is at an anchorage. 
Additional information like Estimated Time of Departure (ETD) and position in port (berth, area…) are valuable information for the Port State Control Officer to prepare the inspection and could be included in the information to be notified.
Information on departures 
Notification of departures should at least contain the Actual Time of Departure (ATD) and actual port of call. 
Additional information like next port of call is necessary in the case of deficiencies to be rectified in the next port or in the case of postponed inspections and could be included in the notification. Finally it would enhance the information needed to monitor vessel in case of conditional departures (These could lead to refusal of access in case of non-compliance).
Correlation of information
The information provided 3 days in advance with those provide 24 days in advance would be used by THETIS to produce lists of ships expected in ports and assist MSs in preparing and scheduling the inspections. Therefore, the pre-arrival information should be correlated with the information on arrival.

3. CONCLUSIONS AND ACTION PLAN
As the information required by article 8 and 23 is not supported by the current SSN release, it will be necessary to extend SSN and its XML protocol. In order to prepare for implementation in the time frames in the recast Directive, a future plan of actions has been established for EMSA. 
From the date when the content of the PSC Directive is agreed, EMSA will work on implementing the changes in SSN through the following actions:

· Analysing the requirements (related to introductions of new message(s) in SSN, their business logic and checking rules);
· Agreeing the requirements, first with the PSC work-group and then with the SSN work-group;
· Setting up a working group of PSC and SSN experts to define the required changes to the SSN XML protocol; and
· Beginning the process for implementing development.

The schedule is not known yet as the Directive is still under preparation. The expected date of its entry into force is 1st January 2011. 

The development of THETIS will start in the last quarter of 2008 with delivery of version 1.0 in May 2010 (depending on the date of adoption of the Directive).
4. ACTIONS

Participants are invited to take note of the information provided in this paper and comment as appropriate.
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