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SAFESEANT USER REQUIREMENTS

Alert Messages Guidelines

Submitted by EMSA
	Executive summary 
	EMSA presents practical guidelines for alert reporting through SSN as requested.

	Action to be taken
	For agreement and follow-up as per section 3.

	Related documents
	SSN 9 workshop report
SSN 10.3.1 (SSN Handbook, where these Guidelines are to be included). 



1. INTRODUCTION
During SSN WS9 the prototype of the Alert Distribution functionality (SSN 9.4.3) was presented. The Group agreed EMSA to draft practical guidelines for reporting alerts into SSN, to be presented at WS10 (providing examples on what, when, how, to whom). The guidelines are based on the current requirements of the Directive 2002/59/EC. 
Alerts have been grouped in three types: those where ship’s safety or seaworthiness is questioned, environment related alerts and “others”.

Every alert notification is linked to the correspondent article/paragraph of the Directive and at least one example is included.

2. Main principles of the Alert MESSAGES guidelines
The attached Alert Messages Guidelines propose a harmonised implementation of the alert notifications through SSN. The following principles were recognised:
· According to the Directive, “Member States should send any relevant information” on ships that “pose potential risks to the safety of shipping and the environment”;
· The information shall be communicated to the other Member States “along the planned route of the ship” (a general distribution of an alert is proposed whenever the destination is unknown). 
· Also according to the Directive, reported “slick of polluting materials and containers or packages seen drifting at sea” have also to be communicated to the other MS concerned.
· MS are encouraged to utilise existing reports formats, such as the POLREP, the SITREP or the contravention reports employed by the coastal stations, as the detailed part of the SSN alert messages in order to avoid duplicating work. 
· These guidelines are drafted for exchanging alerts through SSN either via XML or web.

3. ACTIONS PROPOSED
EMSA shall post the guidelines on the SSN web page for reference.

The MS are invited to:

· Agree these attached Alert Messages Guidelines as they are presented, subject to any comments or corrections that are deemed appropriate at this meeting. 
· Publicise them among SSN Operators in their countries.[image: image1.wmf]






1/2
European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA)
Av. Dom João II, Lote 1.06.2.5, 1998-001 Lisbon, Portugal

Tel: +351 21 1209 415, Fax: +351 21 1209 217
2/2

