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	Executive summary 
	This document aims to inform the SSN group about the current situation regarding the waste notification message.

	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 5

	Related documents
	a. Document SSN 4/3/7 
b. Paragraph 3.10 of SSN 4 minutes 


1.  INTRODUCTION
At SSN 4, EMSA presented the document SSN 4/3/7 on waste message and proposed the content of the waste notification message (the format, the quantity of wastes declared and delivered). The message is to be developed within the framework of SSN V.2. 

One delegation call for due consideration of ships exempted from the waste notification (due to frequency of calls etc.). It was also suggested that the information for waste notification could be included or combined with the port notification.

Upon request of another delegation, EMSA explained that the waste message would be separated in the notification part and the detailed information. 

One delegation reserved its position on implementing the waste notification into SSN, stressed adherence to the objectives of Directive 2000/59/EC and the impracticality of its use for Port State Control. It was suggested that a solution might be the creation of a common data base with all notifications. Using appropriate software, it would then be possible for PSC officers to scan the entries to identify those ships appropriate for inspection. Three other delegations drew attention to the additional burden imposed upon port authorities that would be created by the waste notification function.

One delegation stressed that introduction of waste notification into SSN would serve the concept of SSN as a One-Stop-Shop. EMSA reminded the Group that SSN 3 had agreed that waste should be treated as both as notification and an alert. 

One delegation expressed the view that the Directive 2000/59/EC nor Directive 2002/59/EC required this message. That delegation went on to express the view that a SafeSeaNet Workshop does not have a remit to take a policy decision which would create an additional burden on Member States over and above what is contained in the relevant EC Directives.

The SSN group agreed that: 

a. EMSA D.3 would be consulted in defining the content of the message. 

b. EMSA D.3 will be asked to present the results of the survey conducted with the ports on port waste reception facilities at the next SSN meeting.

c. The issue will be discussed at SSN 5.

2.  EMSA E.1 ANALYSIS 
The inclusion of the “waste message” into SafeSeaNet was discussed several times within the SSN group from the times when SSN was leaded by the Commission. A lot of documents of that period refer to the waste notification message. The issue was discussed again at SSN 3 (see documents SSN 3/3/6 – submitted by EMSA and SSN 3/3/12 - submitted by Sweden) and the Member States (see paragraph 3.6 of the SSN 3 minutes) agreed on the principle of including the waste notification message in SSN. At SSN 4 the SSN group discussed on the content of the waste. 

SSN is a tool and the SSN group responsibility is to monitor and support the adaptation of the system with the users’ requirements. Obviously the SSN group could not make decision in going beyond the mere obligation arising form the Directive 2002/59. SSN could be expanded with new messages (which are related with the maritime safety or security) if the Commission, EMSA and the Member States will agree on such extension. 
In summary the legal background on the “waste message” is the following : 

Regarding the essence of your comments please note the following : 

a.  Paragraph 3 of Annex III of the Directive 2002/59/EC foresees : “These procedures and infrastructure should incorporate, whenever practicable, reporting and information exchange obligations resulting from other Directives, such as Directive 2000/59/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 November 2000 on port reception facilities for ship-generated waste and cargo residues.” 

b. Paragraph 3 of Article 12 of the Directive 2000/59/EC on “port reception facilities for ship-generated waste and cargo residues”, foresees :  “Member States and the Commission shall co-operate in establishing an appropriate information and monitoring system, covering at least the whole of the Community, to: 
· improve the identification of ships which have not delivered their ship-generated waste and cargo residues in accordance with this Directive,
· ascertain whether the goals set in Article 1 of the Directive have been met”.
a. There is a EU policy for promoting the “one stop shop “concept. The objective is not to develop many networks but to integrate the different requirements (as much as possible) into one system. Therefore if there will be a new system that will serve the purposes of the Directive 2000/59, it is preferable to extend SSN than to develop a new one.   

3. EMSA D.3 VIEWS
EMSA D.3 is the Unit responsible for the follow up of the Directive 2000/59. The input of EMSA D.3 concerns only in advising to insert the standard form as attached in Annex II of Directive 2000/59/EC. According to EMSA D.3, a legal basis to integrate this message already exists in the traffic monitoring text. According to EMSA D.3 point of view the Commission might want to confirm that the information system referred in paragraph 3 of Article 12 of Directive 2000/59 is SafeSeaNet. 
EMSA D.3 expressed concerns regarding the receipt of the real waste delivery for which there is no legal basis in the current version of the Directive 2000/59 on port reception facilities. It is a policy matter, for Commission (DG TREN) to decide to insert such a new requirement in a possible future amendment to the PRF’s Directive.
EMSA D.3 considers that it is premature to discuss this issue at the SSN level before it has been considered in depth by the concerned Commission unit. This lack of legal basis has a further consequence as well, in the non existence of harmonized receipt format. 

EMSA D.3 will give a presentation at SSN 5 on the part interesting SSN experts, which is the study related to the use of the notification in the 50 visited ports.
 
4. EMSA SUGGESTIONS  

Considering the above, EMSA proposes the content of the waste notification message (the format, the quantity of wastes declared and delivered) as indicated in the Annex I of the SSN 4/3/7 document. EMSA considers that the Commission might want to confirm that the information system referred in paragraph 3 of Article 12 of Directive 2000/59 is SafeSeaNet. 

The message is proposed to be developed in the framework of SSN V.2. 

EMSA suggests also that further consideration is required in respect to :

a. clarifying procedures for ships exempted from the waste notification (due to frequency of calls etc.) 
b. Deciding how the waste message would be separated in the notification part and the detailed information. 

5. ACTION REQUIRED

The Members State participants are invited to note the above mentioned proposal and take appropriate decisions. 
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