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	Executive summary 
	This document aims to clarify the rules in the XML Reference Guide regarding the Hazmat request and response. Based on the current specifications a Member State can request the details only for the voyage the last Hazmat notification was sent and not for the other voyages of the vessel. The document raises the problem but no solution is suggested at the time being.
 

	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 5

	Related documents
	Section 3.6 of the XML Ref. Guide v1.62


1.   INTRODUCTION

Section 3.6 “Get Hazmat Notification Details” of the XML Ref. Guide v1.62 reads as follows:

A Member State may ask SafeSeaNet to get the latest hazmat notification details for a given vessel. Such service is implemented by exchanging different XML messages between the data requester, the SafeSeaNet system and the data provider.
Different Hazmat notifications could be sent to SSN Central Index for different voyages of the same vessel. However, based on the specifications a Member State can request the details only for the voyage the last Hazmat notification was sent and not for the other voyages of the vessel.

	General flow of the XML messages
	The following figure outlines the expected asynchronous flow of XML messages related to this SafeSeaNet XML transaction:
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	NCA_B (Data Provider)

	MS2SSN_Hazmat_Req
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	SSN2MS_Hazmat_Req


ACK (HTTP 202 return code)



	
	
	MS2SSN_Hazmat_Res


ACK (HTTP 202 return code)



	SSN2MS_Hazmat_Res


ACK (HTTP 202 return code)
	
	
	


After receiving a Member request the for latest Hazmat notification details about a given vessel,  the SafeSeaNet Search Criteria for requesting the Hazmat notification details are the vessel’s IMO number or MMSI number (ref: XML Ref. Guide v1.62, page 100). 

2.  NORWAY’S PROPOSAL

Regarding the rules concerning Hazmat number request and response, Norway suggested that there is a need to clarify the rules in the XML Reference Guide and the use of the SSN client.

Especially Norway raised the issue by giving the following example :

 

At 16.12.05 10:00 a SSN user enters a notification for a ship (IMO 9999111) with Hazmat with ETA 16.12.05 18:00 and ETD 16.12.05 19:00. This voyage is registrated in the national SSN and Port_Not and Hazmat_Not is sent to SSN

 

The SSN client shows one port_not and one Hazmat_not and on request the Hazmat details is given to SSN. 

 

At 16.12.05 10:30 a user enters a new voyage in my system for the same ship (also carrying Hazmat) with ETA 12.05 20:00 and ETD 16.12.05 21:00. A new Port_Not and Hazmat_Not is sent to SSN.

The SSN client shows two port_nots but still only one Hazmat_not (the last one). On request Hazmat details should be given to SSN by my system based on the IMO or MMSI number.

 

Question 

Which Hazmat details should the system give back? The system only gets the IMO or MMSI and it may be a number of different Hazmat information for different voyages for this ship. Should it give details connected to the last notification sent? If so, there is no way a user of the SSN client may see hazmat for the voyage coming up first in time or even hazmat for ongoing voyage. Is this what the system is meant to give?

 

The proposal of Norway is twofold: 

a. Clarify the rules in the XML Ref. Guide concerning the requests for the latest notification details. Shall SSN allow a data requester to get only the latest Hazmat notification details or shall the data provider be able to get different Hazmat notification details for the same vessel? 

b. The SSN Web Application could show the list of all Hazmat notification sent per vessel in a similar manner as with the Port notifications. This way the end-user could request and see the details of a Hazmat request for a voyage coming up or an ongoing voyage.

Norway suggests that when different Hazmat notifications have been sent e.g. from Norway to SSN Central Index for different voyages of the same vessel and a Member State client via SSN Central Index requests for Hazmat notification details for the same vessel then the following rules could apply:

The data provider system (in our case Norway) responds with an MS2SSN_Hazmat_Res for the Hazmat notification that is connected to the ongoing voyage if any, or coming-up next voyage. If there are no ongoing or future voyages no Hazmat details are given. Otherwise, a response XML message is sent from Norway with status “NotFound”.
3.  ISWG ANALYSIS

The issue raised by Norway is a pertinent one. However, the suggested solution (if ETA < current time then return "NotFound") is not in line with the current XML Reference Guide provisions. 
The XML Ref. Guide v1.62 specifies that when a Member State requests for details on a Hazmat notification the latest notification details must be given by the data provider. The search criteria for the Hazmat notification details are the vessel’s IMO number and MMSI number. 

Once the data provider has notified SSN Central Index that it holds Hazmat details for a given vessel the Central Index expects that upon request the data provider will respond with the details of the latest notification. Based on this logic the Central Index awaits for a valid response from the data provider with the details of the notification. The response with status “NotFound” is not part of the dialog and is not implemented in SSN Central Index.

4. ISWG PROPOSAL

A solution that should simplify a lot the message flow would be to store the Hazmat details at SSN Core, in order to be served internally and no interaction with the data provider Member State will be required. 

	General flow of the XML messages
	The following figure outlines the expected flow of XML messages related to this SafeSeaNet XML transaction:


	NCA_A (Data Requester)
	
	SafeSeaNet
	
	NCA_B (Data Provider)
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ACK (HTTP 202 return code)
	
	
	


It should be noticed that the Web application allows for different Port notification details to be queried because SSN Core is servicing them internally and no interaction with the data provider Member State is required. Therefore a similar solution applied to the Hazmat message, will resolve the problem (through the web interface) in a similar way as to the port notification.  

The ISWG considers that this consist a major modification which affects the structure and philosophy of SSN. Mr. Urban Hallberg (DG TREN) noted that the Commission indents to organise a policy meeting with all Member States and this issue will be addressed at that meeting. 

5. ACTION REQUIRED

EMSA invites the Member Sates to note the above mentioned information. . 
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