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Background

I. Introduction

As a follow up to the recent discussions between EMSA and Member States on traffic surveillance and the current developments of SafeSeaNet, France invited the experts from Spain, Italy and EMSA to a meeting in Paris at the premises of Ministere de L’Ecologie du Development et de L’ Amanagement Durables. 

The participants of the meeting were Mr Jesus Uribe (Spain), Giuseppe Aulicino (Italy), Luc Thomas (France), David Berger (France), Yann Guichoux (France) and Jerome Ayache (France). 

The workshop was chaired by Mr. Lazaros Aichmalotidis (Head of Unit of Vessel C.2 - Traffic and Reporting Services). Mr. Paul Wilkins attended on behalf of EMSA. 

The workshop agenda was the following: 
· Introduction of the participants
· Adoption of the agenda

· Potential role of SSN in vessel traffic surveillance

· Exchange of VTS data through SSN

· Fishing vessel monitoring systems

· Current situation in the Member States (France, Italy and Spain)

· Summary of the meeting and action points

· Action plan for future work

All the documentation presented, including power point presentations and this report are available at: https://extranet.emsa.europa.eu
Workshop Objectives

The objective of the meeting was to discuss and exchange views on the development of pilot projects related to the exchange of VTS data through SSN and the added values that SSN could bring to the VMS business. 
EMSA clarified that the objective is to launch a pilot project that will run for a limited period and exchange VTS data through SSN for small areas. Once the VTS data exchange is tested the same principles could be applied for the surveillance systems based on other surveillance radars. 

Workshop Programme

1. Opening / Introduction (EMSA)
The Chairman explained that the objective of this Group meeting is first to recognize the background policy (previous high level discussions on integrated maritime transport, the support given by Directive 2002/59) and then to explore future technical pilot projects arising based upon the conditions and proposals previously circulated by EMSA. The three Administrations had already agreed in principle to the initiatives being discussed. It is anticipated that the pilot project(s) would begin before the end of 2009.

It was noted that in the context of the European Commission’s High Level Steering Group for SSN, issues of access rights and especially of Frontex, would be discussed at the next meeting late in 2009.

2. Approval of the agenda 

The agenda was approved.  

3. Exchange of radar image through SSN 

3.1 Current situation

France: There is in place a radar network (Spationav) developed by the French navy and used for civilian and military purposes. Partners have access only for the specific areas of their responsibility via a web application. The navy has the responsibility for the surveillance and participates in the discussions with Frontex. 

Spationav is a secured network and transfer of data is only possible if special permission will be given (use of DMZ). The use of Spationav for exchanging radar images will be explored by the Bluemasmed project (DG MARE). 

France is developing an “export” function of Spationav that is currently in progress and will be completed by the end of 2009. Once the project will be finalised data will be available to the French maritime administration and could be used for the purposes of the EMSA pilot project. 

Spain: Sasemar has developed two Mediterranean coastal VTS and one in the Atlantic area (Finisterre) as well as many port VTSs. In addition the Guardia Civil has developed a separate radar network (mainly mobile radars used for surveillance purposes).

Italy: The Italian Coast Guard has developed a national network linking all the VTSs at one central node. 

3.2 Member States’ availability for radar data exchange through SSN

France: French maritime administration ready by the end of 2009.

Spationav is run by the French navy – by the end of the year extract of the radar information will be made available to the French maritime administration. The flexibility of the French maritime administration in using the data is limited (the original data is managed by Spationav and FMA get specific export functionalities).

Italy: ICG ready
Spain: Sasemar ready
3.3 Content and format of the VTS data

Specific issues to be further explored and agreed were discussed as follows:

· MMSI cannot be used as identifier of the vessel in VTS. Workaround solution may be the use of other identifiers (e.g. a number given by the system). When the target is lost the system should allocate a different number identifier.

· The content and format has to be agreed following existing standards (currently not yet finalised).

· The best solution would be to use a content similar to the AIS message and a format complying with the IEC standards (the same as for AIS)

There was support for the EMSA proposed use of pseudo-AIS or modified IEC format as a basis for the exchange of VTS information, though a data conversion tool would be required.

The group agreed to schedule a meeting with the participation of experts from FR, IT, SP, DK and NO to discuss and agree on the format and the content of the VTS message to be exchanged through SSN. 

Note: One of the main benefits of the pilot project would be the standardisation of the message content and format (which the international community is struggling to achieve for many years).   

3.4 Cost implications 

There are cost implications for EMSA and MSs for developing the interface. Cost could not e calculated but it would be similar to the cost of developing SSN messages. 

4. Fishing vessel monitoring systems

4.1 Current situation 

France : The responsibility of operating the French FMC falls under the responsibility of the French Maritime Administration that developed the system in cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries.

Spain : The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries of Spain have the responsibility for developing and operating the FMC in Spain. Sasemar contacted them and they agree in principle to participate in the pilot project.

Italy : The Italian Coast Guard has developed the FMC on behalf of Ministry of Food, Forest and Agriculture Policy.

4.2  Member States’ availability of FMCs to connect with SSN

France: French maritime administration ready.

Italy: ICG ready.
Spain: Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries ready.
DG JRC has already access to the FMCs of Spain, Italy and France. EMSA will ask the permission of the relevant FMCs to take over the interface developed by JRC and connect to SSN. 
4.3 Fitting of fishing vessels with AIS (for the purposes of the pilot project)

France, Spain and Italy mentioned that there are already fishing vessels carrying VMS and fitted with AIS. 

France, Italy and Spain will inform EMSA about the fishing vessels carrying their flag and fitted with VMS and AIS by 10 July 09. 

4.4 Cost implications

There are no cost implications for MSs for developing the interface (considering that EMSA will take over the interface of JRC). There will be some cost for EMSA but it would not be high. MSs and EMSA should allocate some resources to the data analysis. 

5. Current situation in the Member States (France, Italy and Spain)

France made a presentation about the Spationav project and Spain distributed a paper on the FMC.  

The group agreed that EMSA will create a web site (under SSN) where all the papers and presentations will be placed.
6. Next meetings

EMSA will draft the minutes of the meeting and distribute them to the participants for their comments

An experts meeting will be scheduled in September to discuss and define the message content and format to be used for the exchange of VTS data through SSN. The next progress meeting of the group will be held in October to monitor the progress made. 

Workshop Conclusions / Follow-up Actions

The outcome was positive, seeing agreement by all three MS on the way forward for future implementation of the pilot projects subject to as must be expected, a number of technical clarifications actions (though France would not be ready until the beginning of 2010).

The follow up actions of the meeting are: 

· EMSA would prepare and circulate the minutes of this meeting for the comments of the Group, prior to their being published on the EMSA website.

· EMSA will publish the documents and presentations from this meeting, subject to France obtaining the necessary clearance (ref. Spationav)

· MS will report to EMSA the status of their vessels already fitted with AIS equipment. 

· EMSA would invite the appropriate (AIS) experts from the three MS plus Denmark and Norway, to a Working Group on the VTS message content and format for exchange, in Lisbon (tentatively scheduled for Sept 09).

· In order to check progress, a next meeting of this technical Group would be held in Lisbon, tentatively scheduled for Oct 09.
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