Final Report

of Russian Federation and EU experts meeting on a pilot project on the exchange of maritime data in the Baltic with the Regional System of Navigation Safety 
in the eastern part of Gulf of Finland 23-24 July 2008, Saint-Petersburg
Introduction
With reference to the decision taken during the third meeting of Working Group on maritime, sea-river and inland waterway transport held Moscow 11-13 February 2008 to implement pilot project on maritime data exchange between the Russian Regional System Safety of Navigation (RSNS) in the Gulf of Finland and the SafeSeaNet (SSN) System EU technical experts delegation has arrived in Saint-Petersburg. 

Russian Federation and EU technical experts meeting was held on 23-24 July 2008 in Branch in Saint-Petersburg Branch of FSUE “Rosmorport” and Regional VTS Centre. 
The list of participants is attached as Annex 1.
The approved agenda of the meeting is attached at Annex 2.
Meeting discussion 
In accordance with the agenda, the group exchanged presentations of RSNS and SSN systems and future activities. 
Russian experts made a presentation of their RSNS eastern part Gulf of Finland system. 
A second presentation from the Russian Federation demonstrated possibilities of Ship Reporting System Data Base.

Third presentation from Russian experts included description of the fist stage of implementation (hardware and software updating and upgrading need to be done from Russian side for the pilot project implementation).
Russian experts briefly introduced the Russian Regional Azov Sea and Black Sea AIS-NET system that has been commenced in July 2008. Russian delegation invited EU experts for presentation of Azov Sea and Black Sea AIS-NET system will be held in autumn 2008.
EU delegation introduced the SafeSeaNet system, displayed the current functionalities and further development plans.
Meeting outcomes
1. Both Parties defined interface for pilot project data exchange:  according to current specification of SSN.
Parties agreed that bilateral exchange between EMSA server (testing environment) and Russian national SSN application is not strictly limited by current version of SSN. Further development of data interface should be discussed by both parties later.

2. Parties agreed to start data exchange with Ship Notification and Port/Hazmat notifications for the 1st stage of Pilot Project. The exchange of the other types of notifications (Security, Alert, Waste, timely notification for PSC, etc.) should be discussed for next stages of Pilot Project. Special focus should be made on Hazmat Notification.

3. Agreed area for Pilot Project from Russian side is Eastern Part of the Gulf of Finland. Parties agreed that Pilot Project experience could be used for areas outside the Baltic Sea.

4. It has been confirmed by Russian Federation that all technical means for data exchange should be prepared before start of test connection. Both sides are to provide contact information for necessary information exchange during planning and execution of pilot project. 


5. EU through EMSA is to send to Russian side all necessary documentation and provide data exchange requirements (security and confidentiality requirements, interface requirements, test plan, certification procedure, etc.).
6. EU will have discussion with Baltic Member States and Norway about access rights for both sides (Baltic Member States and Norway – Russian Federation).

7. Russian Federation and EU are to investigate the legal basis for collecting and providing information between Parties (Baltic Member States and Norway – Russian Federation).
8. Russian Federation is informed about ongoing project of harmonization and integration of VTS and SRS systems, belonging to some Baltic States and Norway. Further information will be provided to Russian side from Harmonization Working Group later.
9. Parties agreed about date and place of next meeting: Malmo (Sweden), 09-10 October 2008. 

10. EU delegation expressed gratitude to Russian delegation for the organization of the meeting and hospitality.
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Annex 1 List of Participants:

European Union:

1. Urban Hallberg – European commission.

2. Edmunds Belinskis – Coastguard Service, Latvia;

3. Lazaros Aichmalotidis – European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA);

4. Malin Dreijer – Maritime Administration of Sweden;

5. Mick Nielsen –  Danish Fleet, Denmark;

6. Beatrice Comby – European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA)

7. Matti Olavi Aaltonen – Maritime Administration of Finland;

8. John Erik Hagen – Maritime Administration of Norway;

Russian Federation:

9. Oleg A. Zborovsky – Ministry of Transport of the Russian Federation;

10. Evgeny P. Kuzovinsky – communication service of FSUE "Rosmorport", Moscow;

11. Sergey K. Ozerov – Head of communication service of FSUE "Rosmorport", Saint-Petersburg; 

12. Ivan K. Gotovchits –FSUE "Rosmorport", head of VTS center, Saint-Petersburg;

13. Vladimir I. Soloviov – communication service of FSUE "Rosmorport", Saint-Petersburg;

14. Andrey A. Mikhailov – communication service of FSUE "Rosmorport", Saint-Petersburg;

15. Olga M. Donskikh – head of public relations department of FSUE "Rosmorport", Saint-Petersburg;

16. Valery I. Golovko – deputy director of maritime division of JSC "Transas";

17. Roman N. Modeev – deputy director of JSC "Transas";

18. Sergey A. Bargman – deputy manager MK&S Co;

19. Pavel I. Vaskin – head of communications software division MK&S Co.

Annex 2 – Agenda
1. Opening the meeting

2. Acceptance the agenda

3. Russian delegation’s presentation of Informational System RSNS, international navigation monitoring system at Baltic Sea HELCOM AIS, ship reporting system GOFREP.
4. EU experts presentation of  SafeSeaNet system. 

5. Russian and EU experts discussion of the data exchange:  

5.1 define a maritime data exchange protocol

5.2 decide upon a set of data subject to exchange

5.3 define a procedure of using the data received by the Parties 

(navigational safety systems, entities in charge of search and rescue, monitoring of dangerous and pollution goods transportation, timely notification of Port State Control (PSC) etc

5.4 determine the scope of hard- and software for the project implementation

5.5 define the extent and carry out trial operation of the relevant hard- and software

5.6 provide for necessary confidentiality and security measures

5.7develop recommendations on the implementation of the data exchange system

6. Brief discussion on the task to include the Black Sea and Inland Navigation

7. Any other business 

8.  Next meeting date and location

