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Content

Ship Recycling Inspections  
covering:
• Initial Inspection
• Differences in inspection  

of ships flying an EU Flag  
and ships flying the flag of  
a third country

…all based on EMSA’s Guidance on inspections of ships by port States
in accordance with Regulation (EU) 1257/2013 on ship recycling
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Initial Inspection – PSC or Otherwise

NOW
- For New EU Vessels:
• Inventory Certificate is on-board  

and valid.

- For all EU vessels:
If the Ship is going for recycling
that the Ready for Recycling Certificate is on-board and valid.

From 31st December 2020
For all EU Flag vessels - Inventory Certificate is on-board and  
is valid.

For all non-EU Flag vessels – Statement of Compliance is on-
board and is valid.

Reminder – NEW EU Vessels
-building contract was place on  
or before 31 December 2018
-Keel laid 6 months after this  
date
- Delivery is 30 months after this
date



Validity

Validity checks should include:

Proper completion Signed Stamped

Surveys have been completed
– Initial, Renewal, Additional, Final

IHM reference match
Correct details of the ship  

If issued by a third party – it has been done
on behalf of the flag

IHM has been maintained and updated



EU Flagged Ships

Inventory Certificate will not be valid if:
• Condition of the ship does not correspond with the details on the  

certificate
• IHM has not been maintained or updated (for example after a

period of repair)
• Renewal surveys are not completed appropriately

• Intervals that do not exceed 5 years
• With respect to the Ready for Recycling Certificate, where the

details of the ship do not match the information on the certificate

Non-EU Flagged Ships

No invalidation provisions

Validity





Inventory Certificate



Inventory Certificate











Covid related issues

SoC’s that are completed by RO and Class Societies,
but not completed on behalf of the Flag State;

This would not be acceptable. The ship does not have a valid SOC  
which could result in the relevant enforcement actions foreseen in  
the EMSA inspection guidance.



Covid related issues

An SoC in compliance with the Hong Kong Convention, with an
addition that it also proves that the vessel is in compliance with
the SRR;

This would be acceptable as a SoC so long as it is endorsed by the
flag State or an RO acting on behalf of the flag State



Specific Scenarios from the “Covid 19” 
Commission Notice 

Vessels without a valid IHM and/or accompanying certificate

Where An EU Port

When After 31st December 2020

Issue Failure to carry a valid IHM and/or the necessary certificate

Defence Burden of proof on the owner/master, who needs to provide evidence 
that all possible measures were taken to undertake the work and get the 
certification required. 

Proof A service contract for sampling or a survey in the future
Documented justification why it was not possible to obtain the correct 
Certification 

Decision Inspector to decide using his professional judgement.

Action The inspector should specify that the documents should be completed 
and approved within 4 months after the inspection. In addition, a warning 
should be given to the vessel and the inspection result and warning 
should be registered in the ship recycling module of THETIS – EU.



Specific Scenarios from the “Covid 19” 
Commission Notice 

Vessels with a semi-completed IHM with an associated approved 
Inventory Certificate or Ready for Recycling Certificate  or the Statement 
of Compliance ,that does not contain on-board sampling

Where An EU Port

When After 31st December 2020

Issue Failure to carry a valid IHM and/or the necessary certificate

Defence Burden of proof on the owner/master, who needs to provide evidence 
that all possible measures were taken to undertake the work and get the 
certification required. 

Proof A service contract for sampling or a survey in the future
Documented justification why it was not possible.

Decision Inspector to decide using his professional judgement.

Action The inspector should specify that the documents should be completed 
and approved within 4 months after the inspection. In addition, a warning 
should be given to the vessel and the inspection result and warning 
should be registered in the ship recycling module of THETIS – EU.



Questions



Questions about the Notice

From Turkey , ABS, The Comoros and Hong Kong, China

Question Will the EU accept SOC’s from an Recognised
Organization/Class Society without the approval of the Flag 
State

Answer A Third Party SOC has to be issued on behalf of the Flag State 

From Singapore, Denmark,  Japan and Hong Kong, China

Question As the equivalent legislation on ship recycling is not in place 
our country, we are considering issuing a letter for our ships  
to carry, indicating that a particular Class may issue the 
relevant SOC. Will this be acceptable for Port State Control?

Answer The proposed solution of issuing a letter for ships to carry, 
indicating that a particular Class may issue the relevant SOC 
on behalf of the Flag, would indeed be acceptable during 
PSC. 



Questions about the Notice

From Class NK, Liberia and France

Question Can a SoC be issued by the flag State or the RO on behalf of a 
flag State after a remote survey with the flag authorization.

Answer It is not up to the European Commission to say whether the 
crew can get involved in this process remotely. This is purely 
down to the owner to if he/she will allow it to happen, 
bearing in mind the risks to the crew, and whether the flag of 
the ship, under their purview and approval of the IHM, will 
allow it and recognise it as a quality procedure in the 
formation of the IHM. 

From Lloyds Register

Question Does the SRR apply to ports in EU MS overseas territories

Answer No – France has opted out of applying the PSC Directive in 
their overseas territories and the ports in the Dutch Oversea 
Territores ar not classed as EU Ports. The UK Overseas 
Territories will not apply EU Law after 31/12/20



Questions about the Notice

From India, Panama

Question Please clarify that vessels, visiting European ports, possessing 
an SoC issued by an Organization recognized by EU will be 
considered equivalent to the provisions of Article 12.6 of EU-
SRR.

Answer The EU SRR provides that ".....The statement of compliance 
may be modelled on the basis of Appendix 3 to the Hong 
Kong Convention". Therefore, if the SoC for the Hong Kong 
Convention is used for vessels some form of reference to the 
compliance to the EU SRR Article 12 is needed in the 
document. 

Please also note that the Annex 3 of the EMSA Guidelines can 
be used by the flag State of a non-EU ship or by an 
organization acting on behalf of that flag State to issue the 
SoC.

The Organisation will have to be recognised by the Flag and 
be issuing SoC on their behalf.



Questions about the Notice

From Lloyds Register

Question According to Article 5(3)(c) of the Regulation, “the IHM shall be 
compiled taking into account the relevant IMO guidelines. If the 
sampling element has not been completed then the IHM is not in line 
with the said guidelines”.

Does this mean that if the IMO guidelines (MEPC.269(68) are followed 
and the item onboard is identified as needing sampling, but sampling 
has not been undertaken for a reason beyond those defined in the 
abovementioned guidelines, the IHM will not be compliant.

Answer The European Commission cannot interpret the IMO guidelines. The 
approval of the IHM, and therefore the appropriateness of the 
sampling check for the hazardous materials that have been identified 
on board a ship, should be addressed in the quality assurance 
procedure of the Flag State during the process of approving the 
Statement of Compliance or Inventory Certificate.



Questions about the Notice

From Lloyds Register

Question PSC officers will initially be looking for valid certificates and 
associated completed IHM’s. If they sight both of these and 
are happy then no further action needs to be taken by PSC or 
shipowner.

Answer Agreed

From France

Question How, in compliance with the guidelines given in the notice, a 
ready for recycling certificate can be delivered ? It is our
understanding that the vessel can not start its last voyage 
before his IHM is complete and verified. Do you confirm this
interpretation?

Answer The  Commission Note only applies to Ready for Recycling 
Certificates for EU Flags, therefore, as this documentation 
needs to be applied for well in advance of the last voyage 
from the EU Flag, Inspectors will not be faced with the option 
of agreeing to delay a certification before a ships last voyage. 



Questions about the Notice

From France 

Question The flag State is responsible for the endorsement of the certificate within
the regulatory deadlines. As usually provided under the PMoU instructions, 
without formal proof of a flag State agreement the control officer will
attempt to consult the authority responsible for the certificate. If the 
verification request stays unanswered, the control officer may have to 
immobilise or detain the vessel. To avoid unnecessary immobilizations and 
detentions, a proof that the flag State tolerates the navigation without the 
certificate should be required in addition to the evidence required to prove
that all possible measures were taken to undertake the work and get the 
certification. France wishes that the requirement of this proof on behalf of 
the flag State will be formalized to ensure a more efficient harmonization of 
practices among the Member States;

Answer This is not needed – it will be up to the professional judgement of the 
Inspector, based on the information provided by the master, as to whether 
the non-compliance is accepted. Attempting to get documentation from all 
flag States will almost be impossible. The Inspector can accept the reasoning 
given by the ship or if not detain/fine/warn as appropriate.     



Questions about the Notice

From France 

Question For vessels with a semi-completed IHM with an associated approved
Inventory Certificate or Ready for Recycling Certificate or the Statement of 
Compliance, that does not contain on-board sampling (2nd case scenario) : 
Do these guidelines, from the flag State, detailing the conditions in which
such a certificate can be issued or expected? France will issue an instruction 
to its recognised organisations in order to specify the conditions under
which the certificate can be exceptionally issued.

Answer No – there was no plan to give guidance to a third party as to when, or if a 
semi completed certificate can or cannot be given. This is the role of the 
individual flag State and not for the Commission.  

From France 

Question The term “qualified samplers” is not defined nor used in the regulation.  
Inspectors will not be able to verify if the sampling has been or will be
undertaken by “qualified samplers”, unless what a “qualified sampler” is
defined. In that context may what is understood by “qualified sampler” be
specified?

Answer It is not for the Inspector to determine if the future (or past) sampler is 
qualified or not. This is down to the quality assurance procedure employed 
by the flag State in the process of approving and certifying the SoC.
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Any questions?
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