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…all based on EMSA’s Guidance on inspections of ships by port States 
in accordance with Regulation (EU) 1257/2013 on ship recycling



Why are inspections covered by PSC as the SRR 
is an EU piece of legislation? 

• PSC inspections focus on International Law 
• Hong Kong Convention is not in force yet

i) Entry into force: 
24 months after ratification by 15 states and 40% of the 
worlds tonnage whose combined annual ship recycling volume is 

not less than 3% over the last 10 years
ii) Presently these figures stand at 15 States representing 
29.62%

• SRR Article 11 (1) Member States shall apply control provisions for 
ships in accordance with their national law having regard to Directive 
2009/16/EC. 

• PSC is enacted in the EU by Directive 2009/16/EC

• Limitation on what can be done under PSC

Clarification



Clarification

Scope – under the SRR:
A ship means a vessel of any type whatsoever operating or 
having operated in the marine environment, and includes 
submersibles, floating craft, floating platforms, self- elevating 
platforms, Floating Storage Units (FSUs), and Floating 
Production Storage and Offloading Units (FPSOs), as 
well as a vessel stripped of equipment or being towed.

• The SRR, except of Article 12, applies to EU ships. 
• Article 12 of the SRR applies to non-EU ships calling at a port or 

anchorage of a
Member State. 



Clarification

• The Regulation does not apply to: 
(a) any warships, naval auxiliary, ships owned or operated by a 
state and only on government non-commercial service; 
(b) ships of less than 500 gross tonnage (GT); and,
(c) ships operating throughout their life only in waters subject 
to the sovereignty or jurisdiction of the Member State whose 
flag the ship is flying.  



PSC Inspection

• PSC Inspection is limited to checking that either an inventory 
certificate or a ready for recycling certificate is kept on board. Both 
should be accompanied by the IHM and be in English, French or 
Spanish

• If valid, shall be considered sufficient for the inspection to be 
approved.

• For New EU Ships - NOW: 
- building contract was place on or before 31 December 2018
- Keel laid 6 months after this date
- Delivery is 30 months after this date

• For all EU flagged ships from 31st December 2020



Inventory Certificate



Inventory Certificate



For all EU flagged ships 
going for ship recycling. 

Accompanied by the IHM 
With all parts completed 
and the Ship Recycling 
Plan





For Non-EU Ships: as of 31st December 2020 



• Accompanied by the IHM



EU Ships: checking Inventory Certificate
Ready for Recycling Certificate

Non-EU Ships: Statement of Compliance  

PSC: Initial Inspection  

More Detailed Inspection – completed 
under the Ship Recycling Regulation



Pre-Boarding 

Pre-Boarding = Information Gathering
• Know the legislation;
• Check THETIS and the SR Module of THETIS-EU: 

• to gain info on previous inspections/issues;  and,
• any alerts.

• Gather information from other sources: 
• May have info on the status of the ship; 
• AIS, NGO’s, port Authorities, Equasis, Ship’s Agent; and, 
• Other sources.

• Information that may be needed: 
• Ship particulars;
• Last and next port of call;
• Duration of port stay;
• Building contract date;
• Keel laying date; and, Delivery date.



Selection of Ships for Inspection

• Selection of Ships for PSC:
- normally risk based 
- based on the ships risk profile and time since last inspection

• Hong Kong Convention not in force 
- ship recycling not built in to the formulation of the Ships Risk 
Profile 

• NO ALERTS! 



Selection of Ships for Inspection

Who to inspect? 

Within the PSC Directive, undertake inspections of vessels : 
- alongside the normal PSC inspection regime; 
- where there is an alert in THETIS-EU; and
- when you have made aware of an issue by another MS.

Under the SR Regulation, undertake inspections of vessels: 
- on ships that have an alert under THETIS-EU;
- when you have made aware of an issue by a third party; 
and,
- when you have suspicions from the information you 
have gained.



Brian. Elliott@emsa.europa.eu

twitter.com/emsa_lisbon  

facebook.com/emsa.lisbon

Thank you for your  

attention!

Any questions?


