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	Executive summary 
	Introduces comments made by ESPO regarding Dangerous and Polluting Goods (DPG) terminology in SSN. To identify, analyse and solve these issues, EMSA proposes setting up a dedicated working group with Terms of Reference.


	Action to be taken
	As per section 4

	Related documents
	XML reference guide V2.02



1. INTRODUCTION
During SSN 11, ESPO made a number of comments concerning the attributes related to Dangerous and Polluting Goods (DPG) and they have since been in contact with EMSA raising similar issues. 
In order to indicate more clearly to users of SSN, and particularly for those dealing with the input, what information is being referred to or is required, ESPO believes it necessary to indicate which data is requested and what is meant by the different definitions. 
A further evaluation of the issues, it is anticipated would result in the identification of some corrective or improving actions for SafeSeaNet. Though having mainly minor effects upon the current XML implementation, there would be a consequent impact upon the MSs’ own applications. But as many are still using phone or facsimile to provide the cargo details it would be better in terms of timing, to correct any inconsistencies at the earliest stage that this is practical to achieve.

2. ESPO Analysis/proposal

This section, introduces some of the issues raised by ESPO. It focuses on several attributes which are now defined in the Annex B of the XML Reference Guide V2.02. 
DG Classification 
The Directive deals with all DPG, while in the context of the IMDG Code, “classification” has a specific meaning, namely the categorisation of goods into one of the nine main IMDG classes. However, given that SSN has a broader and more global context, the current attribute of this name refers to IMO DPG codes or Marpol Annex I.

ESPO proposes to name the existing attribute: “Relevant IMO-Codes and Conventions”.

Values: Replace “BC” by “IMSBC” (as an update) and list them as follows: “IMDG-IBC-IGC-IMSBC-INF-MARPOL ANNEX I” 

Hazmat on board
Throughout the SSN documents, different terminologies are used for DPG: HAZMAT– DPG – DG are all used. It is not clear to ESPO if there is a different meaning behind these wordings. For example, when “DG” is used, does it mean that “polluting goods” are not concerned?

To be more consistent, ESPO proposes to standardize the terminology wherever this is possible. 
IMO hazard class
The description of this attribute refers to three IMO-codes (IMDG-IBC-IGC) and omits the other codes mentioned in attribute “DG Classification”. ESPO does not understand why and where there is a difference between the two attributes. Furthermore, for one the type used is “Enum” where for the other the type “text” is used, with a length of 7 characters.

ESPO proposes to use the same text in both attributes, in order to eliminate potential misinterpretations.

Technical name

The description of this attribute states that “proper shipping name”, “technical name” and “product name” depends on the relevant IMO-code used, which is not an altogether correct or complete solution. “Technical name” is used by IMO and industry when cargoes have an NOS (not otherwise specified) name or Generic UN-number, and when the proper shipping name alone does not give sufficient information on the dangers of the cargo. ESPO proposes that for:

· the IMDG-code the word “proper shipping name” is used, complete with the     “technical name” where relevant

· the IBC- and IGC-code the word “product name” is used

· the IMSBC-code the word “bulk cargo shipping name” is used

· Marpol: Annex I: oils
                 Annex II: product name is used

These terms are in line with those used within the IMO codes or Marpol Annex I.

UN Number

All goods in the IMDG Code have a UN number, but where the (bulk) goods concerned have no IMO number, ESPO proposes to replace the current “none” in SSN with “0000”, which has been used for a number of years for the electronic DPG manifest IFTDGN (used at least in PROTECT ports).
3. CONCLUSIONS
ESPO has raised some issues with proposals on the harmonization of definitions related to Dangerous and Polluting Goods that are necessary in SafeSeaNet and would be beneficial. The resulting changes should be subject to a consideration of:

a)
how these changes can be best reflected; and 

b) when they can be agreed, implemented and inserted into the relevant SSN documents, but in view of other priorities for the development of MSs’ own systems, the next available opportunity to implement such changes would be for implementation through SafeSeaNet V.3. 
Due to the technical nature of the subject, there should be a SSN working group whose terms of reference would be to deal with points (a) and (b) above:
· identifying attributes related to dangerous an polluting goods;
· evaluating potential inconsistencies and the clarifications that are required; and 
· to propose a list of actions and time plan for the clarification and harmonization of DPG terminology in SSN.
Given the necessary specialised technical nature of the working group, its members should have at least a working knowledge of the documentation procedures for the range of IMO codes used for the transport dangerous and polluting goods defined by the Directive and hence also SOLAS and Marpol.
4. ACTIONS REQUESTED
Member State participants are invited to note the above conclusions and to:
· Agree to establish a WG that will be accorded the terms of reference in the annex; and that in view of overall priorities and timing 

· communicate during WS12 or by the 1st of November 2009 at the latest, their intention whether they will participate in the WG.

Annex

 SSN Working Group on “dangerous and polluting goods terminology in SSN”
Terms of Reference
1 - Mandate
The Group’s objective shall be to develop proposals for correcting and harmonizing the terminology related to Dangerous and Polluting goods in SafeSeaNet with a view to their implementation by EMSA and Member States in a future version.

The proposals should cover all the messages with DPG related attributes and may include  changes to the names of the attributes and/or to their descriptions.
2 – Tasks

The tasks of the group will be to:
· identify, compile and detail all the attributes related to dangerous and polluting goods in SafeSeaNet;
· evaluate the potential inconsistencies and the clarifications that will be required; and
· propose actions and a time plan for the revision of DPG terminology in SSN.

3 - Resources and Members of the Group
Each Country participating in SSN and the European Commission has the right to nominate members of the group by the 1st of November 2009. Other appropriate representatives of SSN user groups (such as law enforcements authorities, masters, ship-owners, ESPO) may participate as observers in or consultants to the group.

EMSA will provide the secretariat. EMSA will coordinate, collate and combine the information sources identified by the members of the group into working electronic documents for ongoing dissemination and agreement.
The Working Group may work either by correspondence addressed to all the Members of the Working Group (correspondence WG); or through meeting (intersessionally between meetings of the SSN Group) organised by EMSA, if so considered. When meeting outside EMSA’s premises, travel costs shall be supported by the participants (no reimbursement by EMSA). EMSA may chair the meeting if the hosting MS so requests.

4 - Report
The WG’s report, coordinated by EMSA, will cover the objective and will also assess the need for continuing the Group’s work, how the work will be conducted at the same time as reflecting the views of WG participants.
5 - Deliverables and timing
The report will be circulated among the members of the SSN Group one month prior to the SSN Group Workshop in the second semester of 2011. The chair of the correspondence group will present the report.

6 - Acceptance

The report with the final results of the Group’s work will be submitted to the plenary meeting of the SSN Group for their agreement and implementation.
7 - Duration of these ToR.

The mandate of the Working Group will cease and be renewed if necessary, with new or revised ToR, at the SSN workshop taking place in the second semester of 2011.
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