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	Executive summary 
	This document aims to clarify the Interface Control Document (ICD) requirements in regard to “ship reporting”. 

	Action to be taken
	As per paragraph 4

	Related documents
	Paragraphs 2.2.1, 3.3.1 and 5.2.2 of the ICD issue 0 Revision 1: 19 October 2004


1. Introduction
According to Article 14 of Directive 2002/59/EC, the Member States shall built up all the necessary equipment and shore-based AIS installations by the end of 2007. Member States shall ensure that the appropriate equipment for relaying the information to, and exchanging it between, the national systems of the member States shall be operational at leas one year thereafter. 
In addition, during the previous SafeSeaNet meetings the Member States agreed that the SafeSeaNet should aim at going beyond the mere legal obligations, taking into consideration a wider objective as the development of a “one stop shop” concept aimed to reduce the administrative burden for ships’ masters and agents. Member States agreed to include in the SafeSeaNet the ship notification messages, received by the coastal stations as long as the ship sails within the coastal station area of coverage. 
2. Current ICD text
Some paragraphs of the ICD relevant to the “ship notification” messages are  2.2.1, 5.2.2 and 3.1.1 which reads as follows :

2.1 Paragraph “2.2.1 Physical flows” of the ICD
Member States shall notify in a specified time to the E.I.S:

· Port Notifications 

· Hazmat Notifications

· Ship reports AIS and VTS

· Messages emitted by their operational services following events at sea (Search and Rescue report, Pollution report, and Deficiency report…)

2.2 Paragraph “5.2.2 Ship notification” of the ICD
General procedure

A LCA (as described at section 3.1.1) should send a ship notification message for a mandatory ship entering and leaving its area of competence. The maximum elapsed time between two messages should not exceed 2 hours, otherwise an intermediate ship notification message should be send.

When the time within a VTS area is less than one hour, a single message should be send.

U.K asked a clarification regarding the initial report of vessels entering into AIS coverage and two hourly position update.

2.3 Paragraph “3.1.1 
Members State Stakeholders” of the ICD
The Members States are involved in the system through different participants:

Local Competent Authority (LCA): the authorities and organisations designated by Member States to receive and transmit information pursuant to Directive 2002/59EC.

The LCA are all the local stakeholders involved in the handling of maritime information. The NCA will designate at which level LCA’s participate in the SSN network e.g. Port authorities, Coastal Stations, Vessel Traffic Service, shore-based installation responsible for a mandatory reporting system approved by the IMO, or bodies responsible for co-ordinating search and rescue operations
3. Proposed modifications
EMSA suggests the following modifications : 
3.1 Paragraph “2.2.1 Physical flows” of the ICD
The third bullet of paragraph 2.2.1 to be modified as follows: 

“2.2.1 Physical flows

Member States shall notify in a specified time to the E.I.S:

· Port Notifications 

· Hazmat Notifications

· Ship reports AIS and VTS MRS

· Messages emitted by their operational services following events at sea (Search and Rescue report, Pollution report, and Deficiency report…)”
Justification : The term MRS is more general since it covers the case of VTS and Mandatory Reporting Systems which (may not function as VTSs).  
3.2 Paragraph “5.2.2  Ship notification” of the ICD
Paragraph 5.2.2 to be modified as follows: 

“5.2.2  Ship notification
General procedure

A LCA (as described at section 3.1.1) should send a ship notification message for a mandatory ship entering and leaving its area of competence. The maximum elapsed time between two messages should not exceed 2 hours, otherwise an intermediate ship notification message should be send.

When the time within a VTS area is less than one hour, a single message should be send.

A coastal station (as described at section 3.1.1) should send a ship notification message for a ship entering or leaving its area of competence. Intermediate [AIS] notifications will be also sent every two hours as long as the vessel is sailing within the coverage area of the coastal station. 
When the time within a mandatory ship reporting area is less than one hour, a single message should be send.” 

Justification : 

a. The existing text makes no reference to the AIS messages. Therefore it has to be modified in order to include the AIS message in the “ship notification” 

b. The definition of the LCA (as described at section 3.1.1) is general and includes Authorities (such as port Authorities and SAR services). Therefore it has to be clarified that the “ship notification” message concerns only the “coastal stations”.  
3.3 Paragraph “3.1.1 
Members State Stakeholders” of the ICD
At the end of paragraph 3.3.1 to be added a new bullet as follows: 

Coastal station : any of the following, designated by Member States : a vessel traffic service, as shore-based installation responsible for a mandatory reporting system (approved by IMO or by national regulations) or an AIS shore-based installation developed by the Member States for receiving and utilising the on board vessel AIS. 
Justification : 

The new definition is needed in order to clarify when the “ship notification” message applies. 
4. ACTION REQUIRED

The Members State participants are invited to note above mentioned EMSA’s proposals and take appropriate decision. 
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