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Certificates  

1) Why do ships are required to 
carry certificates? 
 
2) Who provides the ships with 
certificates? 
 
3) What certificates are required? 
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Certificates  

All ships are required 
to carry certificates 
that establish their 
seaworthiness, type 
of ship, competency 
of seafarers and so 
on.  
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Certificates  

Certificates are provided by the 
Flag State of the ship  
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IMO list of certificates and documents required to be 
carried out on board ships  

CIRC \MEPC\01\MEPC.1-CIRC.873 
19 July 2017 

ILO certificate (Maritime Labour Convention certificate)  

 

Med Mou text Annex 1:  

“List of certificates to be verified” 
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 

 

 
(a) A Passenger Ship Safety Certificate shall be 

issued for a period not exceeding 12 months.  
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 

 
 

(a) A Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate, 

Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate and Cargo 

Ship Safety Radio Certificate shall be issued for a 

period specified by the Administration which shall not 

exceed five years.  
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 
 
 
(a) An Exemption Certificate shall not be valid for 

longer than the period of the certificate to which it 

refers. 
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 
(b)  
(i) notwithstanding the requirements of paragraph (a), 

when the renewal survey is completed within three 
months before the expiry date of the existing 
certificate, the new certificate shall be valid from the 
date of completion of the renewal survey to: 
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 
(b) (i)  
 
(1) for a passenger ship, a date not exceeding 12 months 

from the date of expiry of the existing certificate; 
 
(2) for a cargo ship, a date not exceeding five years from 
the date of expiry of the existing certificate; 
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 
(b) (ii)  
 
when the renewal survey is completed after the expiry date 
of the existing certificate, the new certificate shall be valid 
from the date of completion of the renewal survey to:  
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 
(b) (ii) 
 
(1) for a passenger ship, a date not exceeding 12 months 

from the date of expiry of the existing certificate; 
 
(2) for a cargo ship, a date not exceeding five years from 
the date of expiry of the existing certificate; 
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 
(b) (iii) 
 
when the renewal survey is completed more than three 
months before the expiry date of the existing certificate, 
the new certificate shall be valid from the date of 
completion of the renewal survey to: 
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 
(b) (iii) 
 
(1) for a passenger ship, a date not exceeding 12 months 

from the date of completion of the renewal survey; 
 
(2) for a cargo ship, a date not exceeding five years from 
the date of completion of the renewal survey. 
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 
 
(c) If a certificate other than a Passenger Ship Safety 
Certificate is issued for a period of less than five years, the 
Administration may extend the validity of the certificate 
beyond the expiry date to the maximum period specified in 
paragraph (a), provided that the surveys referred to in 
regulations 8, 9 and 10 applicable when a certificate is 
issued for a period of 5 years are carried out as 
appropriate. 
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 (c)  

“Duration and validity of certificates” 
 
 
 



Certificates 

17 

SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 (d) 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 
 
(d) If a renewal survey has been completed and a new 
certificate cannot be issued or placed on board the ship 
before the expiry date of the existing certificate, the person 
or organization authorized by the Administration may 
endorse the existing certificate and such a certificate shall 
be accepted as valid for a further period which shall not 
exceed 5 months from the expiry date. 
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 (d) 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 (d) 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 

(e) Situation:  
- a certificate expires when the ship is not in a port; 
- the Adm. may extend the period of validity of the certif; 
- the ext. shall be granted only for the purpose of 

allowing the ship to complete its voyage to the port in 
which it is to be surveyed and then only in cases where 
it appears proper and reasonable to do so; 

- No certificate shall be extended for a period longer than 
three months;  
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 

(e) Situation:  
- a ship to which an extension is granted shall not, on its 

arrival in the port be entitled by virtue of such 
extension to leave that port without having a new certif;  

- When the renewal survey is completed, the new 
certificate shall be valid to:  
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14 

“Duration and validity of certificates” 

(e)  
(i) for a passenger ship, a date not exceeding 12 months 

from the date of expiry of the existing certificate before 
the extension was granted; 
 

(ii) for a cargo ship, a date not exceeding 5 years from the 
date of expiry of the existing certificate before the 
extension was granted. 
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14  

“Duration and validity of certificates” 

(h) If an annual, intermediate or periodical survey is 
completed before the period specified in the relevant 
regulations then: 
 
(i) the anniversary date shown on the relevant certificate 
shall be amended by endorsement to a date which shall 
not be more than three months later than the date on 
which the survey was completed; 
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SOLAS Chapter I Regulation 14  

“Duration and validity of certificates” 

(ii) the subsequent annual, intermediate or periodical 
survey required by the relevant regulations shall be 
completed at the intervals prescribed by these regulations 
using the new anniversary date; 
(iii) the expiry date may remain unchanged provided one 
or more annual, intermediate or periodical surveys, as 
appropriate, are carried out so that the maximum intervals 
between the surveys prescribed by the relevant 
regulations are not exceeded. 
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