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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This publication contains statistics on marine casualties and incidents which: involve ships flying a flag of one of the
EU Member States;occur wi t hin EU Me mb earintSnalavatersas defined im UNCLAOS;iom | sea
involve other substantial interests of EU Member States.

The figures were extracted from the EMCIP database on 20 July 2020 and cover the period from 1 January 2014
to 31 December 2019.

The year 2019 appeared to have been a positive year considering the improvement or
stabilisation of some indicators, such as the number of ships lost, fatalities and injuries.

A number of 3062 occurrences was reported in 2019. A reduction of 200 casualties in comparison
with the year 2018 was recorded. The total number of occurrences stored in the EMCIP database
has grown to 19500 over 2014-2019. This represents an average of 3236 marine casualties or
incidents per year over the period.

A total of 106 very serious casualties reported in 2018, which corresponded to an increase of
68% in comparison with 2017, while the total number decreased back to 63 in 2019. A similar
evolution regarding the number of ships lost was noted: after a peak in 2018, a decrease in 2019
was recorded, with 21 ships lost.

During the 2014-2019 period, 320 accidents resulted in a total of 496 lives lost. After a continuous
important decrease from 2015 to 2017, a limited increase was recorded for the years 2018 and
2019. 88.3% of the victims were crew members. Fatalities mainly occurred during collisions.
When the event is limited to persons, falls were the main cause for losses of life. The main event
resulting in fatalities was collisions when it related to a ship and falls when it related to persons.

Over the period 2014-2019, 6210 injuries were recorded, corresponding to 5424 accidents. Again,
crew members represent the main category of persons injured at sea with 79.3% of the victims.

In 2019, apart from the passenger ships and, to some extent, the fishing vessels, the number of
all other types of ships involved in casualties and incidents recorded a reduction. The same
trend was noted over the period 2014-2019.

In 2019, 1382 cargo ships were involved in marine casualties or incidents that resulted in 19
fatalities. It is to be noticed that only one cargo ship was lost.

With a total of 91, fishing vessels remain the category of ships with the highest number of ships
lost over the 2014-2019 period. In 2019 the number of occurrences involving fishing vessels
slightly increased; however, the number of ships lost reduced to 14 (in comparison with 16 in
2018) and the number of injuries stabilised at 220.

Almost half of the casualties that occurred on board a passenger ship involved a Ro/Ro
passenger ship, al s o known.Oaepassdnger ship aasdost in 2019; the number of
fatalities and injuries has nevertheless seen a decreasing trend since 2014.

In 2018, 2 service ships were lost. While the number of injuries continued to decrease since 2015,
the number of fatalities increased significantly in 2019 due to the loss of the Bourbon Rhodes,
when 4 persons lost their lives, and 7 persons went missing.

Page 4 of 147



ANNUAL OVERVIEW OF MARINE CASUALTIES AND INCIDENTS 2020 / European Maritime Safety Agency

In 2019, 60 ships of other types involved in marine casualties and incidents, mainly recreational
motorboats and sailing boats. 3 ships were lost, and 7 fatalities were reported.

Accidents of navigational nature, such as contacts, grounding/stranding and collision
encountered for 44% of all occurrences related to the ship. It was however noted that the main
type of accident to a ship was the loss of propulsion power, that counted for 21.8%. Regarding
occurrences to person(s), 37% were attributed to slipping, stumbling and falling of persons.
Among the falls, 10% were fall overboard.

The departure phase appeared to be the safest phase of a voyage and the en route portion the
most unsafe. It was noted that half of the casualties occurred in internal waters, more precisely in
port areas.

EU Member States investigation bodies have launched 833 investigations over the 2014-2019
period and 686 reports have the status fifinishedo. From 1801 accident events (i.e. underlying
causes) analysed during safety investigations, 54% were attributed to Human Action. More than
2200 actions were taken, or safety recommendations issued. 63.9% related to ship related
procedures, in particular for the operation of ships.

23/10/2019, Grounding of Ofwiemti ng vessel ADiI Il on
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Chapter 1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

The purpose of the European Maritime Safety Agency is to ensure a high, uniform and effective level of
maritime safety, maritime security, prevention of and response to pollution caused by ships as well as
response to marine pollution caused by ships and by oil and gas installations.

EMSA6s activities cover the following main areas:

- providing technical and scientific assistance to the Member States and the European Commission in the
proper development and implementation of EU legislation on maritime safety, security, prevention of pollution
by ships and maritime transport administrative simplification;

- monitoring the implementation of EU legislation through visits and inspections;
- improving cooperation with and between Member States;
- building capacity of national competent authorities;

- providing operational assistance, including developing, managing and maintaining integrated maritime
services related to ships, ship monitoring and enforcement;

- carrying out operational preparedness, detection and response tasks with respect to pollution caused by ships
and marine pollution by oil and gas installations; and

- at the request of the European Commission, providing technical operational assistance to non-EU countries
around relevant sea basins.

EMSA, as a body of the European Union, sits at the heart of the EU maritime safety and pollution response network
and collaborates with many industry stakeholders and public bodies, in close cooperation with the Commission and
the Member States.

Following the entry into force of Directive 2009/18/EC* establishing the fundamental principles governing the
investigation of accidents in the maritime transport sector, EU Member States shall, among other obligations:

- establish independent, impartial and permanent accident investigative bodies.;

- require to be notified of marine casualties and incidents. This obligation covers casualties and incidents
that:

- involve ships flying the flag of one of the Member States;

- occur within Member States' territorial seas and internal waters;

- involve other substantial interests of the Member States;

-investigate casualties depending upon their severity. Casualties which are classified as very serious shall
be investigated; serious casualties shall be assessed in order to decide whether or not to undertake a
safety investigation;

-publish investigation reports; and

-notify the European Commission of marine casualties and incidents via EMCIP.

1 Directive 2009/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009 establishing the fundamental principles governing the investigation of accidents

in the maritime transport sector and amending Council Directive 1999/35/EC and Directive 2002/59/EC of the European Parliamen t and of the Council
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EMCIP is the European Marine Casualty Information Platform, a centralised database for EU Member States
to store and analyse information on marine casualties and incidents.

EMCIP is populated with data by the competent national authorities. It is this data which forms the basis of the
Annual Overview of Marine Casualties and Incidents.

‘N

I n this publication, the terms fAiEuropeo and emdfElStatde mber
plus the EFTA States: Iceland and Norway to which the Directive applies.

1.2 Scope

EMSA has the obligation to provide a yearly overview of marine casualties and incidents under the
Agencyds founding Regulation (EC) No 1406/ 2002, as amenc

This publication contains statistics on marine casualties and incidents which: involve ships flying a flag of one of the
EU Member States;occur wit hin EU Me mb earintSnalavatersad defined im UNCLEOSZ; an | sea
involve other substantial interests of EU Member States.

This publication covers the period from 1 January 2014 to 31 December 2019. The data can be subject to
changes over time as EU Member States add or update information on older cases. For this reason, the figures
extracted from the database on 20 July 2020 and presented in this publication are likely to be slightly different to
those presented throughout the year in various fora or in the next editions to be published.

The figures are presented in this publication to provide a general overview of the safety of maritime transport when
it comes to European interests. However, it is limited by the quantity and nature of information presently contained
in EMCIP and is therefore not intended as a complete overview and comprehensive technical analysis. Should
further information about specific cases be required, readers are invited to contact the national competent
investigation bodies (whose contact details can be found in Appendix 4 of the publication).

1.3 Content of the review

This publication has been organised to cover the main aspects of maritime safety as given in the Directive

and as included in EMSAO6s remit. In this edition, chapte
investigative bodies. The following chapters focus on the main types of ships: cargo ships, fishing vessels,
passenger ships, service ships and other ships. Each chapter is divided into the following sections: detailed

ship types, nature of marine casualties and incidents, location, events and contributing factors and
consequences.

More information on EMSAO6s activities related to marine

http://www.emsa.europa.eu/implementation-tasks/accident-investigation.html ; and
https://portal.emsa.europa.eu/emcip-public/#/dashboard .

A list of acronyms and definitions as well as extra information on the casualty categories used in publication can be
found in Appendix 1. Appendix 2 illustrates the data model supporting the reporting scheme and Appendix 3 contains
the detailed list of ships used in EMCIP. The list of investigative bodies in Europe can be found in Appendix 4.

2 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
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Chapter 2: GENERAL INFORMATION

KEY FIGURES 2019
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