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in line with annual tradition, on 
December 2 executive Director 
Willem de ruiter presented the  
agency’s recent achievements to 
the european parliament’s transport 
and tourism committee. focusing 
on the proposed amendments to 
the agency’s founding regulation. 
he reminded Meps that the agency 
currently carries out more than 
20 tasks, and that more might be 
added in the future.  In difficult 
financial times, he also expressed 
his hope that a fair balance would 
be struck between new tasks and 
eMsa’s budgetary needs. answering Mep’s questions, he also 
made public the fact that three tenders will be launched in 
2011 to contract oil spill response vessels in the Black sea, 
West Mediterranean and Bay of Biscay. 

green light for the ‘Blue Belt’

short-sea shipping, and a ‘european martitime space without 
barriers’ remains high on the european agenda. in october’s 
newsletter, you read about a possible role for eMsa in 
the commission’s ‘Blue Belt’ concept. this aims at using 
technology and maritime transport monitoring capabilities 
- notably safeseanet - to facilitate intra-eu waterborne 
transport and to integrate it into logistics chains, helping e.g. 
the work of customs, coastguards and port authorities. on 30 
november, the european commission announced the launch  
of a pilot project to validate the concept, using SafeSeaNet 
and eMsa assistance. the pilot project is currently in a very 
early phase, but early technical meetings took place during 
December 2010. expect more news on the ‘Blue Belt’ during 
2011.

training on ro-paX staBility
on December 7, eMsa 
hosted a training session 
on best practices as regards 
ro-ro passenger vessel 
stability, and the application 
of Directive 2003/25/
ec on specific stability 
requirements for ro-ro 
passenger ships. attendees were trained on the new stability 
rules introduced by solas 2009, together with their impact. 
They also received the first results of a study of on ‘damage 
stability parameters of ro-ro passenger vessels according to 
solas 2009, including water on-deck calculation’ carried out 
for eMsa by strathclyde university.
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Port State Control section: nir - links to ship reporting websites in 
participating states of the paris Mou. 

Recruitment: p.o. for psc info systems, Document Management 
coordinator, events/infrastructure assistant, application engineer.
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aliVe anD clicKing: Multiple ict 
proJect launches in DeceMBer
More functions, more users, 
more services... the end of 2010 
saw many of the agency’s next-
generation  technology projects 
come online.  During november 
and December, the agency’s 
operations support unit had to 
finalise final tests and the ‘go-live’ 
of a number of second generation 
applications. safeseanet 2, 
cleanseanet 2, and thetis are 
all running successfully, and were 
delivered ahead of their 1 January 
2011 deadline. thetis is the 
application supporting the new 
inspection regime (nir) for port 
state control, which has been in 
force since January 1 2011. so what is next on the agenda for 
eMsa’s busy ict engineers? 2011 will see migrations of lrit 
data, the pilot to test the Blue Belt concept, and, naturally, 
24-carat support to eMsa’s growing user base.  

a feast of ship anD fleet Data: 
equasis 2008-9 stats noW online 
even the smallest vessels’ 
characteristics form 
part of the equasis 
database. the equasis 
Management unit, based since 
2009 at eMsa, has just released 
its statistical publications for 
2008 and 2009 on the eMsa 
website for free download. each 
100-page report provides a picture of the world’s merchant 
fleet, derived from data contained in the EQUASIS database. 
the reports look at the make-up of the world merchant 
fleet and its performance. Stats are grouped into themes 
which could be of interest to the industry and regulators: 
fleet population, classification societies, P&I club, Port State 
control, vetting programmes and trade associations. the next 
annual publication, for 2010, will be made available early in 

2011.

eMsa WoulD liKe to Wish a prosperous, safe 
anD enVironMentally-frienDly 2011 

to all of its staKeholDers

eMsa progress report at  eu 
parliaMent tran coMMittee

Executive Director Willem 
de Ruiter at the TRAN 
Committee meeting

on the eMsa WeBsite

At a recent EMSA  ‘lunchtime 
meeting’ ICT head of unit 
Steve Deighton (centre) ex-
plains the ‘big bang’, togeth-
er with Frank Premereur (ICT 
Architecture & Integration, 
left) and Antonio Anciaes 
(ICT Project Delivery,right)

Improving the efficiency of the paperwork linked to maritime freight 
transport is vital to encourage short sea shipping, and to encourage 
shippers to use waterborne routes in addition to road and rail.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/vod/player?eventCode=20101202-0900-COMMITTEE-TRAN&language=EN&byLeftMenu=researchcommittee&category=COMMITTEE&format=wmv#anchor1
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2003/l_123/l_12320030517en00220041.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEX/10/1130&type=HTML
https://extranet.emsa.europa.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=55&Itemid=169
http://www.equasis.org/EquasisWeb/public/HomePage
https://extranet.emsa.europa.eu/index.php?option=com_joomdoc&task=cat_view&gid=295&Itemid=100005
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/maritime/short_sea_shipping_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/vod/player?eventCode=20101202-0900-COMMITTEE-TRAN&language=EN&byLeftMenu=researchcommittee&category=COMMITTEE&format=wmv#anchor1
https://extranet.emsa.europa.eu/index.php?option=com_joomdoc&task=doc_download&gid=638&Itemid=113
http://www.emsa.europa.eu/end179d006.html

