
SAFEMED IV Project - Training on main principles of SAR, 

online 24 - 25 - 26 March 2021  

1st Scenario 

 

Instructions: 

4 groups will be created. In each one a representant will be nominated to present the 

outcome of the discussion. Case study has been drafted to stimulate the debate and it 

might be that there is not just one behaviour that should be considered correct. 

Furthermore, all reflections provided shall be considered for training purpose and 

cannot be taken as an example for real cases. 

Please take into consideration all 5 injects and provide answers to all questions.    

 

The coastal State of Paperopoli declared its SRR and appointed 1 RCC and 15 RSCs. 

Each RSC is responsible for its SRS. You are the responsible for one of this RSC 

located in Papero port. 

On Wednesday 24th March early morning, the State Aircraft Centre communicated to 

the RCCC and to all RSC that the only fixed wing dedicated for the SAR operation is 

under maintenance and the two helicopters are not available. 

At 1400 UTC you copy by VHF the following message: 

“Help us help us. My name is John Troublemaker, I rented a 40-feet boat in the port of 

Papero and I sailed away to NE for three hours at 6/8 knots speed together with my 

wife Cinthya and  our 1-year-old baby Lucilla. After 3 hours of navigation I realised that 

a column of smoke was coming up from the engine casing and when I removed the 

floor plate I was engulfed by a flame and my eyes are burning. I cannot see anything 

and I’m not able to give you the boat position because I cannot read the GPS. There is 

no cell service out here. My wife is so scared, and my baby is crying please help us 

help us. Sea conditions are getting worse and I’m completely blind”  

You try to call back by VHF the caller, but no one reply.  

You look the last weather forecast and you see the following: 

Some drizzle, heaviest during Wed afternoon. Mild temperatures (max 10°C on 

Wed afternoon, min 3°C on Wed night). Mainly strong winds. Wave heights are 

increasing across the area. 

Sunrise is at 17:30: 

 

Your SAR assets are two patrol boats with the following characteristics: 

Patrol boat 1:        Patrol boat 2 

 Main Characteristics 
LOA:   16.65 m     9.83 m 
Breath moulded:  2.60 m      2.20 m  



Speed:   24.5 knots     32 knots 
Fuel autonomy  250 Nm      160 Nm 
 

Team Crew of patrol boat 1 is composed by 6 people, Master is Captain Saul 

Goodman, 20 years of experience in SAR operations. 

Team Crew of patrol boat 2 is composed by 4 people, Master is  Captain Jimmy 

McGill, 10 years of experience in SAR operations. 

What do you do? 

2nd Scenario 

Same situation of the 1st scenario, with aircraft and helicopters available and with high 

likelihood that the boat’s position is inside the SRS assigned to your RSC.   

Use the following checklists in IAMSAR Manual Vol. II :  

• Alert phase – Appendix E Overdue checklists 

• Distress phase checklist -  Appendix F 



 





1st  INJECT 

 

At 1430 UTC you copy by VHF the following message: 

 

“Help us help us, my name is John Troublemaker, I switched on the EPIRB. We need 

help, we are in the middle of Ocean, my eyes are burning I’m completely blind. 

Please come as soon as possible. My baby and my wife are on board. I do not know 

what I have to do. 

 

Questions: 

1) Write the text of your reply to him via VHF. 

2) Choose the search pattern more convenient according to the information that 

you have (position of ship is available thanks to EPIRB) and motivate your 

choice. 

3) Consider that the boat is in a very congested area where many commercial 

ships are sealing. What do you do? 

  



2nd  INJECT 

 

At 1530 UTC you copy by VHF the following message: 

 

“Papero port RSC, Papero port RSC, this is the Master of ship STROCKOFLUCK IMO 

9257722, we rescued the three survivors. They are in good condition. We wait the 

rescuers in the following position: Lat….Long. Please be informed that the rescued 

boat is drifting”.  

  

Questions: 

1) Write the text of your reply to the Master of STROCKOFLUCK via VHF 

2) Which are your next actions? 

 

  



3rd  INJECT 

 

At 1900 UTC you copy by VHF the following message: 

 

“Papero port RSC, Papero port RSC, this is Master Saul Goodman Patrol Boat 1, the 

survivors are on board. ETA in Papero port at 2000 UTC. Baby with breathing 

problems. Copied?”  

  

Questions: 

1) Write the text of your reply to the Master of Patrol Boat 1 via VHF  

2) Which are your next actions? 

  



4th  INJECT 

 

At 1930 UTC you receive a phone call in the office: 

 

“Hello, Jonh Fakenews speaking. I’m a journalist of BFN channel, I was told that a 1-

year old baby has been rescued today and he is being transported to the hospital for 

severe sickness. I would like to receive more information because the people need to 

know. When can I interview you?    

  

Questions: 

1) Write the text of your reply to the journalist.  

2) Which are your next actions? 

  



5th  INJECT 

 

The rescue operation has been conducted successfully. All survivors are safe and 

sound. 

The day after, in the morning you receive a phone call in the office: 

 

“Good morning, this is the communication office of the mayor John Cleverguy. We 

would like to invite you to the press conference that the municipality will host this 

afternoon, at 3 pm to provide all the information about the brilliant search and rescue 

operation conducted by you. At the press conference all journalists of the local press 

will be invited. The press conference will be chaired by Mr Jonh Fakenews from BFN 

channel”  

 

Questions: 

1) Write the text of your reply to the communication office of the mayor.  

2) Which are your next actions? 

 


