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Legal Instruments
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SOLAS

• Reg. 1/21

MARPOL

• Reg. 8, 12

IMO Casualty Investigation Code – Res.255(84)

• Ch.14: mandatory reporting for VS 

MSC-MEPC.3/Circ.3 (18/12/2008)

• Revised harmonized reporting procedures

MSC-MEPC.3/Circ.4, Rev.1 (18/11/2014)

• Revised harmonized reporting procedures

Res.A.1070(28) III Code

• FS to report to the Organization as appropriate.



Why to report?
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DISCUSS!!!!

Purpose of AI: improve safety + protect marine environment

How can a database help?

• Decision support to launch an investigation (trends)

• Analysis (Case by case, abstract)

• Support to new legislation or safety initiatives

• Assessment of internal resources

• …



Value of reporting
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Single marine casualty or incident

• Safety investigation report

• Safety deficiencies and resulting safety 

recommendations

Multiple marine casualty or incident

• Data collection

• Safety studies

• Abstract data analysis.



Goal of GISIS
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• To identify safety issues from multiple marine 
casualties and incidents for the purpose of making 
recommendations:

o historical risk assessment

o frequency of unsafe acts and underlying factors

o severity of consequences to which they relate

• To identify trends for further research

o historical trends

o factual information of particular relevance.



GISIS (https://webaccounts.imo.org/)
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Reporting in GISIS
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Once information regarding a Marine Casualty or 

Incident is ready to be reported to IMO, it is possible 

to start the process

Gather 
informati

on

Login in 
GISIS

Submit 
the 

incident 
to GISIS

Upload 
annex 1 

and 
relevant 
annexes

Upload 
investig. 
report

To prevent double reporting: 
- Search any submission already made

- If a case exists then open it and complete the info

- Otherwise create a new submission

Fill all possible annexes
- To provide with all the relevant data
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Annexes (MSC-MEPC.3/Circ.3)

• particulars of each ship involved

• time, location and type of casualty

• consequences
Annex 1

• Data for very serious and serious casualties

• Underlying factorsAnnex 2
• Supplementary information on very serious and 

serious casualties

• Findings of investigation
Annex 3

• dangerous goods / pollutantsAnnex 4

• Damage card & intact stabilityAnnex 5
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Annexes (MSC-MEPC.3/Circ.3)

• Fire casualtiesAnnex 6

• GMDSSAnnex 7

• FatigueAnnex 8

• Spillage of harmful substancesAnnex 9

• LSA.Annex 10



Annex 2 – Data for VS and S casualties
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Key elements from analysis

Consequences

Primary causes of initial event

• Internal causes

o Human violation / errors

o Equipment failure

o Hazardous material effect

• External causes

o Environmental effect

o External agencies.



Annex 2 – Data for VS and S casualties
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Underlying factors

S - Regulations, procedures

H - Equipment, ergonomics 

E - Environment

L – Social factors, management style. 
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Safety reports



13

Conclusions

• Means of data collection and abstract analysis

• Historical risk assessment of unsafe acts, 

underlying factors and consequences

• Historical trends of relevant factual 

information

• Safety recommendations and further research

• MSC-MEPC.3/Circ.3

o Future compliance to MSC-MEPC.3/Circ.4

• Safety investigation report.



twitter.com/emsa_lisbon 

facebook.com/emsa.lisbon

Thank you for your attention!


