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- Before 1997: The surveys were carried out by the local services 

of maritime affairs. 

- The practices were not harmonized 

- The information was not centralized   

 

- In 1997 Creation of the  "Permanent Commission of inquiry":  In 

order to systematize and centralize technical investigations after 

sea events. 

 

- In 2002: Its name becomes the ... BEA Mer 

- Based in Paris la Defense  

- Director nominated by the Minister for 5 y 

 

 

 

 

History  



 

 
  BEA mer Workforce 
 

- A permanent central team, based in Paris (8 to 10 people), 

 

- A network of  non-permanent investigators, with local and / or 

particular technical expertise (21 correspondents), 

 

- Access to experts, selected for their particular skills, including 

foreign experts used according to events. 

 

- Material means 

IT resources: Database processing 

Report Processing (PAO), 

cartography 

VDR data processing – MADAS Marine Accident Data Analysis 

Suite 

 

- credits: studies, analyzes, expertise, shipwrecks, displacements 

 

 

 
http://www.bea-mer.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/ 

 



BEA Mer competency 

Scope in the transport code :  

- Civilian ships flying the French flag wherever they 

are. 

- Foreign vessels when the sea event occurred in the -            

French inland and territorial waters. 

 

- Sea event wherever it happened, 
if serious injuries to French nationals, 

or serious harm to the French territory, the environment, or the 

facilities or works over which France exercises jurisdiction. 

 

- EMCIP records # 370/year 

- 15 / 30 reports 



Investigation Sequence 

1 BE INFORMED 24h hours MRCC – BEAmer 24h on duty (CMVOA) 

2 Investigator on duty evaluates : What ? Where ?  Organization, search 

of coordinates, contacts of information 

3 Official decision by the director which triggers investigators power 

4 Evidence collection (especially on site) "key" information auditing interviews of 

people related to the event study documents (on board and others), procedures, 

records. 

5 The analysis of facts and information and determination of the sequence of 

events, circumstances and certain or possible causes of the event. of studies or 

expertise. 

6 Analysis committee 

7 Writing the report 

8 Reading committee Safety recommendations 

9 Follow-up of recommendations 
  

 

ISO 

9001:2015 



Quality manual ISO 9001:2015  

 Our guide to work 

  

 Follow-up tables  

 

 Meetings – Direction review 

 

External audits  

 

 



JMGM 2019 

2017 : 363 significant events 

SIGNIFICANT 

EVENTS 

RECORDED BY 

BEAmer. 

 



Recorded casualties in 2017 
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